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CHAPTER I

STATEMENT OP THE PROBLEM AND REVIEW OP THE LITERATURE

Inyo County h a s  b een  c o n s id e r e d  one o f  th e  i s o l a t e d  

p a r t s  o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a *  The geography  o f  th e  co u n ty  

i s  su c h  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b ee n  l i t t l e  com m unication  w i t h  o th e r  

p a r t s  o f  th e  s t a t e *  The l a s t  few y e a r s  have s e e n  im proved  

r o a d s  i n  th e  c o u n ty ,  b e t t e r  com m |in ieation  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and 

th e  e x p e n d i tu r e  o f  s t a t e  fu n d s  w i t h i n  th e  county* The change 

b ro u g h t  abou t by th e s e  im provem ents h a s  c r e a t e d  a  g e n e r a l  

i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  co u n ty  w h ich  h a s  prom pted  t h i s  s tu d y  o f  th e  

s c h o o ls*

X. THE PROBLEM

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  p ro b le m # The p a r t i c u l a r  p u rp o se  o f  

t h i s  s tu d y  was to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  p r e s e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  adm in­

i s t r a t i o n ,  and  th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo C ounty , 

an d , w h erev e r  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  compare th e s e  d a t a  w i th  s i m i l a r  

d a t a  f o r  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  o f  th e  s t a t e *  To do t h i s  th e  q u e s t io n s  

l i s t e d  below  w ere s e t  up* These q u e s t i o n s  fo rm  th e  p r i n c i p a l  

d i v i s i o n s  of th e  s tu d y  *

1 .  What i s  th e  p r e s e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  program  o f  th e  

c o u n ty  and how i s  i t  a d m in is t e r e d ?

2* How a r e  th e  Inyo County S ch o o ls  f in a n c e d ?
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MAP I

CALIFORNIA

SHOWING THE LOCATION 
OF

INYO COUNTY

INYO 
COUNTY



B

3# What i s  the c o s t  p e r  p u p i l  i n  th e  v a r io u s  

d i s t r i c t s ?

4# How do th e  s c h o o l  p l a n t s  compare w i th  th e  recom­

m e n d a tio n s  of th e  S t a t e  P e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t io n ?

5# What i s  th e  c o s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  th e  co u n ty ?

6 # What i s  the . p e r  c e n t  o f  I n d ia n  and  M exican  c h i l d ­

r e n  i n  th e  v a r i o u s  s c h o o ls ?

7 . What p la n s  f o r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  w ould a i d  th e  e d u c ­

a t i o n a l  p rogram  o f  th e  co u n ty ?

Heed f o r  th e  s t u d y # By re  f a r i n g  to  Map I  i t  w i l l  he 

a p p a re n t  t h a t  th e  a r e a  o f  In y o  County i s  l a r g e  e v e n  i n  com** 

p a r i s o n  w i t h  th e  s t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a #  A c tu a l ly  t h i s  a r e a  i s  

a b o u t  1 0 ,0 0 0  sq u a re  m ile s#  The t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  

co u n ty  i s  l e s s  th a n  5 ,0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s  a s  r e c o rd e d  i n  th e  o f ­

f i c e  o f  th e  co u n ty  c l e r k #  T h is  shows a  p o p u l a t i o n  d i s t r i b ­

u t i o n  o f  a b o u t  one p e r s o n  i n  two sq u a re  m i l e s .  The p rob lem  

o f  p r o v id in g  e d u c a t io n  th ro u g h  th e  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l  l e v e l  

u n d e r  su c h  c o n d i t i o n s  must p r e s e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h ich  can  be 

an sw ered  o n ly  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  s tudy#  The c o s t  o f  su ch  e d u c a ­

t i o n  t o  th e  ta x p a y e r s  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  d i s t r i c t s  s h o u ld  be 

a c c u r a t e l y  d e te rm ined#  P la n s  f o r  th e  r e d u c t io n  o f  t h i s  t a x  

b u rd e n ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  good e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e ,  s h o u ld  be 

based  on th e  d a t a  th u s  g a th e re d #

There h a s  b ee n  no g e n e r a l  s tu d y  of th e  s c h o o ls  o f  

t h i s  c o u n ty  made i n  th e  p a s t  so  t h a t  th e  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  a r e
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i n  need  o f  g e n e r a l  in f o rm a t io n  i n  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

r e g u l a r  d u t i e s .  The p o s i t i o n  o f  c o u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  

s c h o o ls  i s  a  p a r t - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  o n ly ,  she i s  n o t p r o v id e d  

w i th  a  s e c r e t a r y ,  and a s  a  r e s u l t ,  th e  p r e s s u r e  of r o u t i n e  

d u t i e s  h a s  p r e v e n te d  h e r  from  g a t h e r i n g  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o f  th e  co u n ty  s c h o o ls  a s  a  w h o le .

B e la te d  s t u d i e s # The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  coun ty  s c h o o l

sy s tem  in  C a l i f o r n i a  m ust f o l lo w  c e r t a i n  g e n e r a l  l i n e s  a s
1

d i r e c t e d  by th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n .  In  t h i s  r e ­

g a rd  Inyo County h a s  fo l lo w e d  th e  same g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  

o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  have fo llo w ed #  A su rv ey  o f  th e

F re s n o  Oounty s c h o o ls  was made by th e  C a l i f o r n i a  T a x p a y e r 's
Z

A s s o c ia t i o n  i n  1931 and t h i s  su rv ey  a f f o r d s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

m a t e r i a l  f o r  c o m p ar iso n  w i th  s i m i l a r  d a t a  i n  Inyo County . 

C u r re n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  F re s n o  County s c h o o ls  a r e  

l i s t e d  and  e x te n d e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  th e  c o s t  p e r  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  

a t t e n d a n c e  i n  the  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h a t  c o u n ty .  The c o s t  

o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  coun ty  s c h o o ls  i s  g iv e n  w i t h  th e  p e r  

c e n t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  t o t a l  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t .  

T hese , and  o t h e r  d a t a ,  a f f o r d  a  r e l i a b l e  means f o r  co m p ariso n

1 V i e r l i n g  K e rse y ,  P e r t i n e n t  F a c t s  About C a l i f o r n i a  
P u b l ic  S ch o o ls  (S a c ra m e n to ' ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  S t a t e  P r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,
lfM), pnzrr

2 H a ro ld  A# S to n e ,  Rep o r t  on th e  F re sn o  County S ch o o ls  
(Dos A n g e le s ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  C a l i f o r n i a  T ax p a y e r1s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
1 9 3 1 ) ,  p .  104#



w i t h  s i m i l a r  d a t a  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  Inyo  C oun ty .

O th e r  s t u d i e s  o f  s c h o o l  sy s tem s  o f  v a lu e  i n  com paring  

th e  d a t a  g a th e r e d  w i th  t h a t  g a t h e r e d  i n  In y o  County a r e  th e  

s t u d i e s  o f  th e  C hula V i s t a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t , 3 th e  S im i V a l le y  

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s , ^  an d  t h e  Kerman U nion H igh  S ch o o l  D i s t r i c t  

A lthough  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  do n o t  in c lu d e  a l l  th e  s c h o o l s  o f  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n ty  s y s te m s ,  th e y  do p r o v id e  c e r t a i n  d a t a  

o f  c o m p a ra t iv e  v a lu e  an d , I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s u g g e s t  c e r t a i n  p r o ­

c e d u re s  w h ich  a r e  o f  g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  m aking  a  s tu d y  o f  

t h i s  n a t u r e .

S o u rc e s  o f  d a t a  and m ethod o f  p r o c e d u r e .  The d a ta  

g a t h e r e d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  have come from  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  

County S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S c h o o ls ,  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  County 

C le r k ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  p r i n c i p a l s  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  s c h o o ls  

o f  th e  c o u n ty ,  and from  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s e n t  t o u t  he h ig h  

s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l s  o f  th e  c o u n ty .  The c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

th e  co u n ty  was c a l c u l a t e d  from  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  from  th e  a n n u a l  

r e p o r t  o f  th e  c o u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  f o r  th e  y e a r  1 9 3 5 -3 4 . 

Annual r e p o r t s  o f  th e  c o u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o ls  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  a t  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  c o u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  f o r  th e

^ Jo h n  C. L au d e rb a e h ,  "S u rvey  o f  C hula  V i s t a  D i s t r i c t , "  
(u n p u b l is h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B erke­
l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1 9 3 1 ) .

4 .C. W heele r  S m ith , "Survey  o f  th e  S im i V a l le y  S choo l 
D i s t r i c t s , " (u n p u b l is h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Los A n g e le s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1 9 3 1 ) .

** F T i t t s  A. Udden, "A S u rvey  o f  th e  Kerman U nion  High 
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t , "  (u n p u b l is h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Los A n g e le s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1 9 3 3 ) .
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y e a r s  1936-34  in c lu s iv e *  Prom th e s e  r e p o r t s  a t t e n d a n c e  d a t a  

w ere  s e c u r e d .  Tax r a t e s  an d  r a i l r o a d  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n s  

w ere  o b ta in e d  from th e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  co u n ty  c l e r k .  B a ta  r e ­

g a r d in g  I n d ia n  and M exican c h i l d r e n  w ere o b ta in e d  from th e  

p r i n c i p a l s  o f  th e  v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s .  B e e u l t s  o f  th e  S t a t e  Emer­

gency B e l i e f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 's  su rv ey  o f  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  a d e ­

quacy w ere  o b ta in e d  d i r e c t  from  th e  d a t a  s h e e t s  u s e d  i n  th e  

su rv ey  •

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s e n t  to  th e  f o u r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  

co u n ty  c o v e re d  th e  f o l lo w in g  i te m s :  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t o t a l  

e n r o l lm e n t ,  number of I n d ia n  c h i l d r e n ,  and th e  number o f  Mex­

i c a n  c h i l d r e n .  Under t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  q u e s t io n s  

w ere a sk e d  i n  a n  e f f o r t  to  d e te rm in e  th e  c o s t  p e r  s e a t  m i l e :  f 

do you o p e r a t e  a  s c h o o l  b u s ?  what make I s  i t ?  how many m i l e s  

does  i t  co v e r  d a i l y ?  do you have any o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

e x p e n se ?

The d a t a  s e c u r e d  from  th e  s o u r c e s  g iv e n  h e re  w ere f i r s t  

co m p ile d  i n t o  t a b l e s  where th e  e x t e n s i o n s  were c a l c u l a t e d  and 

l i s t e d .  I n  some c a s e s  th e  d a t a  from  th e s e  t a b l e s  w ere u s e d  

i n  m aking o f  c h a r t s  t o  p ro v id e  a  more read y  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  

f i n d i n g s .

To s e c u r e  a d d i t i o n a l  in f o im a t io n  on s c h o o l  b u i ld in g  

adequacy  fo rm s w ere  s e c u re d  from  th e  s t a t e  d ep a rtm en t o f  

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  s c o r in g  r u r a l  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  on a 1 ,0 0 0  p o i n t  

s c a l e .  These w ere u s e d  f o r  th e  f o u r  h ig h  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  

o f  th e  c o u n ty .
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O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  c h a p te r  s t u d i e s , The s tu d y  i s  

d iv id e d  i n t o  n in e  p r i n c i p a l  d i v i s i o n s  e a c h  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  

c h a p t e r ,  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e g in s  w i th  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

program  o f  th e  c o u n ty  s c h o o ls  from th e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  th ro u g h  

th e  e le m e n ta ry  and  h ig h  s c h o o ls  in c lu d in g  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n .  

O r g a n iz a t io n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  co u n ty  s c h o o ls  w i th  

th e  e x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  th e  co u n ty  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  th e n  

t a k e n  up fo l lo w e d  by s o u r c e s  o f  rev en u e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s  i n  th e  o o u n ty .  S choo l p l a n t s ,  b u i l d i n g  

ad e q u ac y , a t t e n d a n c e  o f  I n d ia n  an d  M exican c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  

v a r io u s  d i s t r i c t s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  form th e  

f i n a l  d i v i s i o n s  of  th e  s tu d y .  The l a s t  c h a p te r  i s  dev o ted  to  

f i n d i n g s ,  c o n c lu s io n s ,  and  recom m endations .



CHAPTER I I

THE EOTCATIOML PROGRAM

The most im p o r ta n t  f u n c t i o n  o f  any s c h o o l  sy s tem  i s  

t e a c h i n g .  The c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  th o s e  s u b j e c t s  

w h ich  a r e  o f  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  and v a lu e  to  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

p u p i l s .  I t  w i l l  be th e  p u rp o se  of t h i s  c h a p te r  to  show some­

t h i n g  o f  th e  background  o f  th e  p u p i l s  a t t e n d i n g  th e  s c h o o ls  

o f  Inyo County, and  th e  c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  o f f e r e d , by th e  s c h o o ls  

a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e .  In  t h i s  way th e  adequacy  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p rogram  may be judged  and s u i t a b l e  c h a n g es  recom­

mended.

L o c a t io n  and g e o g ra p h y . Inyo County i s  l o c a t e d  on th e  

e a s t e r n  b o r d e r  o f  c e n t r a l  C a l i f o r n i a *  I t  i s  a  m oun ta inous  

a r i d  r e g io n  w i th  l i t t l e  f e r t i l e  l a n d  e x c e p t  i n  t h a t  p o r t i o n  

o f  th e  co u n ty  w a te re d  by s t r e a m s  from th e  e a s t e r n  s lo p e s  o f  

th e  S i e r r a  Hevada Range. T h is  s e c t i o n  be tw een  th e  S i e r r a  

Sevadas and th e  White M ounta ins  i s  known a s  th e  Owens V a lley  

and th e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  co u n ty  i s  l a r g e l y  c e n te r e d  h e r e .

To th e  e a s t  o f  Owens V a l le y  and s o u th  t o  th e  coun ty  b o r d e r  

th e  c o u n ty  i s  e x t re m e ly  b a r r e n .  Beyond th e  White M ounta ins 

to  th e  e a s t  th e  co u n ty  i s  d iv id e d  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  by S a l in e  

V a l le y ,  th e  Panam int M o u n ta in s ,  Panam int V a l l e y ,  and Death 

V a l l e y ,  w i th  th e  F u n e ra l  M ounta ins  on th e  ex trem e e a s t e r n  

b o r d e r .
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I n d u s t r y  and  a g r i c u l t u r e , The p r i n c i p a l  income o f  th e  

co u n ty  i s  d e r iv e d  from m in e s ,  c a t t l e  r a n c h e s ,  soda and p o ta s h  

r e f i n e r i e s ,  and  t o u r i s t s ,  A g r i c u l tu r e  has  p ro v e n  u n p r o f i t a b l e
j

s in c e  th e  Los A ngeles  a q u e d u c t  was p u t  i n t o  Owens Y a l l e y ,  

P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  fa rm  and  p a s t u r e  la n d  i s  now 

owned by th e  c i t y  o f  Los Angeles* The l a n d s  th u s  p u rc h a s e d  

a r e  n o t o p e r a t e d  and  a l l  a t t e m p ts  t o  do so  by l e a s i n g  them a r e  

d i s c o u r a g e d .  T h is  c o n d i t i o n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a d e c l i n e  i n  m in­

in g  o p e r a t io n s  h a s  ca u se d  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o u n ty  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  o r  tw enty  y e a r s .  The town o f  

Lone P in e  however i s  showing a  a l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  

a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  due p r i n c i p a l l y  to  t o u r i s t  t r a d e .

B i s t o r y  o f  th e  s c h o o l s . The e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d  o f  ed u ca­

t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  th e  co u n ty  i s  th e  m e n tio n  o f  th e  s a l a r y  

p a i d  t h e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o ls  a t  th e  t im e  th e  c o u n ty  

was e s t a b l i s h e d .  A b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s ­

l a t u r e  on F e b ru a ry  1 7 ,  1866, e s t a b l i s h i n g  Inyo County and p r o ­

v i d i n g ,  a lo n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o th e r  o f f i c e s ,  th e  o f f i c e  o f  s u p e r -
_ 1

i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o ls  a t  a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  #160. The f i r s t  

c o u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  was J o s i a  U teri, who to o k  o f f i c e  A p r i l  

1 8 , 1866 . Under h i s  s u p e r v i s i o n  th e  c o u n ty  was d iv id e d  i n t o  

t h r e e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  one in c lu d in g  a l l  th e  co u n ty  n o r th  of

1 W illiam  A. C h a l f a n t , The S to ry  o f  Inyo (B oston : 
C h r i s to p h e r  P u b l i s h in g  House, 1 9 3 3 ) ,  p p . “ 2T46-41.



9

In d e p e n d e n c e ,  th e  second  in c lu d in g  Independence  and v i c i n i t y
/ g

and  th e  t h i r d  a l l  th e  c o u n t ry  to  th e  s o u th  o f  In d ep en d e n ce ,

The co u n ty  r e c o r d s  do n o t  c o n t a i n  any in f o r m a t io n  r e g a r d in g

th e  e a r l y  s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo e x c e p t  t h a t  M il to n  S . C la rk  was th e
3f i r s t  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  a t  B ish o p . Due to  th e  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  

o f  th e  co u n ty  i n  th e  e a r l y  d ay s  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

w ere no t r e q u i r e d  o f  te a c h e r s *  T h is  law was removed i n  1876 , 

The f i r s t  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l  i n  Inyo  County was o rg a n ­

iz e d  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  M e th o d is t  Church a t  B ish o p . 

T h is  s c h o o l  was known a s  th e  Inyo Academy, I t  r a n  f o r  s e v e r ­

a l  y e a r s  u n t i l  th e  f i n a n c i a l  b u rd e n  became to o  g r e a t  a n d  th e  

p r o j e c t  was abandoned . In  1902 h ig h  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  were
4

a g a in  s t a r t e d  i n  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  a t  B ish o p . 

T h is  a t te m p t  p ro v ed  s u c c e s s f u l .  S in c e  t h a t  tim e h ig h  s c h o o ls  

have b ee n  b u i l t  and o p e r a t e d  a t  B ig  P ine*  In d e p e n d e n c e , and

Iipne P in e ,  The p r e s e n t  p l a n t  a t  B ishop  r e p r e s e n t s  an  o u t l a y

o f  ab o u t  $200*000 .

There a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  (1 9 3 4 -3 5 )  s i x t e e n  e le m e n ta ry  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  and f o u r  h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  These a r e  

l i s t e d  i n  Table I  w i th  th e  numbei* o f  t e a c h e r s  employed i n  

e a c h  and th e  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e ,

8 IMsL*. p* 243-
3 I b i d . . P* 243 .

4 I b i d . , p .  3 2 6 .
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TABLE. I

PBKSBJTT AMBULANCE OF BLEEENTAH5T AND 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

( In y o  C ounty, 1934*351

E le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  Bomber o f  t e a c h e r s  A. D. A*

B ig  P in e  U nion 
Darwin
B ishop  U nion
Death V a lle y
C a r te g o
Independence
K e e le r
Lone P in e
M i l to n
O lancha
Owenyo
P l e a s a n t  V a l le y  
Round V a lle y  
Shoshone 
Tecopa 
West B ishop

High s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

B ig  P in e  U nion 
B ishop  U nion 
Long P in e  U nion 
Owens V a lle y  U nion

4
13
:?

13
130

84
31

5 95
1 8

12 267
2
1 K-  7
2 58
3 71
4 117
1 18
1 24
1 18
1 9
1 26
1 12
1 8
2 36
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K in d e r g a r te n  e d u c a t i o n .  P r i o r  to  1934 th e  r e c o r d s  

of  th e  coun ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  show k in d e r g a r t e n s  In  o p e r a t i o n  

a t  B ig  P in e  and B ish o p . These were d i s c o n t in u e d  ae  th e  d i s ­

t r i c t s  no lo n g e r  w is h e d  t o  p r o v id e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  fu n d s .  A 

p r i v a t e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  i s  now b e in g  c o n d u c te d  a t  lo n e  P in e  su p ­

p o r t e d  by p r i v a t e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  and d o n a t io n s*

E le m e n ta ry  e d u c a t i o n * The c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  i n  th e  

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo  Oounty f o l lo w s  t h a t  s u g g e s te d  by 

th e  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n *  The f o l lo w in g  s u b j e c t s  

a r e  ta u g h t  i n  a l l  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  c o u n ty :  re a d in g *  

w r i t i n g ,  s p e l l i n g ,  lan g u ag e  s t u d y ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  g eo g rap h y , 

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  m u s ic ,  a r t ,  t r a i n i n g  i n  h e a l t h s  

f u l  l i v i n g ,  m o ra ls  and manners* A ll  p u p i l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

have a  tw en ty  m in u te  p e r io d  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  d a i ly *

The co u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  p r o v id e s  a Manual f o r  th e  

E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o ls  w i th  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  th e  t e a c h e r  

f o r  t h e  program  f o r  th e  y ea r#  In  t h i s  m anual each  g ra d e  i s  

ta k e n  u p  s e p a r a t e l y ,  an d  many h e l p f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s  a re  given*

A t h i r t y  w eigh t page Manual o f  P h o n e t ic s  f o r  u s e  i n  t e a c h i n g  

f i r s t ,  s e c o n d ,  and  t h i r d  g rad e  r e a d in g  i s  a l s o  i s s u e d  to  th e  

v a r i o u s  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n  A rt M anual and a 

B ib l io g ra p h y  o f  Books a n d  Poems* The co u n ty  s u p e r v i s o r  c a l l s  

on ea ch  o f  th e  s i x t e e n  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  i n  t u r n ,  s u g g e s t in g  

new p r o j e c t s  and  p r o v id in g  m a t e r i a l  from  th e  c o u n ty  superin** 

t e n d e n t ' s  o f f i c e *



A By a tern o f  co u n ty  e x a m in a t io n s  i s  i n  u se  a t  th e  

p r e s e n t  t im e  i n  th e  e le m e n ta ry  sc h o o ls*  These e x a m in a t io n s  

a r e  made up  by th e  c o u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  and th e  s u p e r v i s o r  

i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  keep a l l  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  co u n ty  on a  

u n ifo rm  r a t e  o f  p ro g re s s *  Some d i f f i c u l t y  h as  h e e n  e x p e r ­

ie n c e d  i n  th e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  e x a m in a t io n s  w here t h e r e  I n s  been  

a  l a c k  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  be tw een  th e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  th e  e le m e n ta ry  

s c h o o l  and th e  coun ty  o f f i c e *  T h is  i s s u e  came t o  a  h ead  i n  

th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  a t  Lone P ine d u r in g  th e  p r e s e n t  s c h o o l  

y e a r  when th e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h a t  s e h o o l  was removed from  o f f i c e  

by t h e  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  he had f a i l e d  to  

c o o p e ra te  and many o f  th e  p u p i l s  w ere u n a b le  t o  s e c u re  p a s s in g  

g ra d e s  i n  t h e  coun ty  e x a m in a t io n ,  The outcome o f  t h i s  u n f o r ­

t u n a t e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  b ee n  d e t r i m e n t a l  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  th e  c o u n ty .

S econdary  e d u c a t i o n ,  There a r e  f o u r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  i n  

Inyo  County e a c h  o f f e r i n g  a  f o u r  y e a r  c o u rse  o f  a  g e n e r a l ,  

c o l l e g e  p r e p a r a t o r y  n a tu re *  The number o f  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  

i n  e ach  o f  th e  f o u r  se c o n d a ry  s c h o o ls  does  no t w a r ra n t  a  

t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e ,  n o r  a d e q u a te  equipm ent f o r  

a  b ro a d  c u r r ic u lu m *  The number o f  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t i n g  from 

t h e s e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  co u n ty  who go on to  c o l l e g e  i s  so  

l i m i t e d  t h a t  e v e ry  e f f o r t  h a s  b e e n  made t o  p ro v id e  v o c a t i o n a l  

c o u r s e s  i n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p u p i l s *  

At t h e  Lone P ine  U nion H igh S ch o o l th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  f o r  th e
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p r e s e n t  s c h o o l  y e a r  I n c lu d e s  wood sh o p , m e c h a n ic a l  draw ing* 

a u to  shop* t y p in g ,  b o o k k ee p in g , o f f i c e  p r a c t i c e ,  and ra d io #

Three members o f  t h e  r a d io  c l a s s  have p a s s e d  th e  F e d e r a l  

Radio Commission e x a m in a t io n  f o r  a n  a m a te u r  r a d i o  l i c e n s e *

The h ig h  s c h o o l  e n r o l lm e n t  a t  B ig  P in e  and Independ­

en c e  i s  so  l i m i t e d  t h a t  o n ly  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  c o u r s e s  a re  o f f e r ­

e d  w i th  th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  some com m ercia l work* At B ishop th e  

e n ro l lm e n t  i s  ab o u t one hundred  and tw e n ty  p u p i l s *  The s c h o o l  

p l a n t  i s  a d e q u a te ly  e q u ip p ed  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  a  v a r i e d  c u r r i c ­

ulum i n c lu d in g  m achine shop  and home econom ics*

There i m no s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  

coun ty  from  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  coun ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  w i th  th e  

e x c e p t i o n  of an  o c c a s io n a l  v i s i t  from th e  c o u n ty  s u p e r in te n d *  

e n t  h e r s e l f *  Bach o f  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o p e r a t e s  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  

u n i t  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  th e  coun ty  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  w i th  th e  g e n e ra l  

o b j e c t i v e  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  th e  s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r  who v i s i t s  th e  

co u n ty  once each  y e a r ,  and o f  p r o v id in g  su c h  c o u r s e s ,  i n  a d ­

d i t i o n ,  a s  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  com m unities  seem 

to  w a rra n t*

A dult e d u c a t i o n * C a l i f o r n i a  h as  a c c e p te d  th e  p r i n ­

c i p l e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  s h o u ld  be made a v a i l a b l e  to  

e v e ry o n e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  age o r  p r e v io u s  e d u c a t io n ,  and t h a t  

e d u c a t i o n  b e g in s  a t  b i r t h  and  c o n t in u e s  th ro u g h o u t  l i f e *  In  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  em barked upon 

a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p rogram  f o r  a d u l t s ,  th e  m a jo r  aim s o f  w h ich  a r e  to
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1 * S l in i i n a te  i l l i t e r a c y  among b o th  n a t i v e  and f o r e i g n  

b o rn  r e s i d e n t s .

2 .  P ro v id e  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  c o n t in u e d  e d u c a t i o n

up to  th e  l e v e l  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t io n  f o r  

th o s e  who, f o r  some r e a s o n ,  have been  u n a b le  t o  

com ple te  t h e  minimum t r a i n i n g  d u r in g  a d o l e s ­

c e n c e .

3 .  P ro v id e  e x t e n s i o n  t r a i n i n g  f o r  th o s e  who have

e n te r e d  o c c u p a t io n s  w h ich  w i l l  e n a b le  them to  

p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e i r  ch o sen  f i e l d .

4 .  P ro v id e  e d u c a t io n  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  u s e  o f  l e i s u r e

tim e t h a t  w i l l  make f o r  a  f u l l e r ,  r i c h e r  l i f e .

5# P ro v id e  f o r  p a r e n t s  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  more e x te n d e d  

S tudy  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  c h i l d  c a r e  and d ev e lo p m en t.

6 . P ro v id e  t r a i n i n g  i n  s o c i a l ,  econom ic , and p o l i t ­

i c a l  s c ie n c e  s o  t h a t  a d u l t s  may d i s c h a r g e  more 

i n t e l l i g e n t l y  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  a s  c i t i z e n s  i n  

a  dem ocracy . 5

Phe c u r r i c u l a  o f  th e  s p e c i a l  day and e v e n in g  c l a s s e s  

o f  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o ls  and  o f  th e  e v e n in g  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  C a l­

i f o r n i a  a r e  o rg a n iz e d  to  a c h ie v e  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s .

In  th e  c l a s s e s  f o r  a d u l t s  s p e c i a l  em phasis  h a s  b ee n  p la c e d  on

® V i e r l i n g  K ersey , P e r t i n e n t  F a c t s  ab o u t C a l i f o r n i a  
P u b l ic  S c h o o ls  (S a c ram e n to , C a l i f o r n i a :  S t a t e  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  
1 9 3 4 ) ,
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th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s h o r t  u n i t  c o u r s e s  i n  w hich  m ethods and 

c o n te n t  a r e  b a s e d  upon  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  o f  a d u l t  n ee d s  and  o f  

th e  s e v e r a l  c u r r i c u lu m  f i e l d s .  Over 10*000 su c h  s h o r t  u n i t  

c o u r s e s  a r e  now b e in g  m a in ta in e d ,  s e r v i n g  a p p ro x im a te ly  

30 ,0 0 0  a d u l t s *  The t o t a l  p rogram  o f  s p e c i a l  day and e v e n in g  

c l a s s e s  o f  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o ls  and e v e n in g  h ig h  s c h o o l s  e n r o l ­

l e d  208 ,440  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  m o s t ly  a d u l t s ,  d u r in g  th e  s c h o o l  

y e a r  1932-1933 .

B ig h t s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  f o r  a d u l t s  a r e  m a in ta in e d  a t  B ishop 

and a t  Lone P ine  w i t h  an  e n ro l lm e n t  v a r y in g  from  t h i r t y  to  

f i f t y  i n  e a c h  o f  th e  two l o c a l i t i e s .  4 t  Lone P in e  th e  e v e n in g  

c l a s s e s  a r e  made u p  l a r g e l y  o f  boys from  th e  C i v i l i a n  C onser­

v a t i o n  Corps l o c a t e d  nearby^

Com parison o f  e le m e n ta ry  and h ig h  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e .

The number o f  d r o p - o u t s  i n  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo County com pares 

v e ry  f a v o r a b ly  w i th  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  i n  th e  s t a t e .  The accom­

p a n y in g  t a b l e  g iv e s  th e  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  b o th  th e  

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  and  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  co u n ty  from  

1926 th ro u g h  1934. The r a t i o  o f  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  a t t e n d ­

ance  to  h ig h  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  show sra  c o n s i s t e n t  i n c r e a s e  t o  

th e  p r e s e n t  s c h o o l  y e a r  and* a l th o u g h  i t  began  somewhat lo w e r  

th a n  th e  s t a t e  a v e r a g e ,  th e  r a t i o  h a s  in c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  u n ­

t i l  i t  i s  now w e l l  above th e  a v e ra g e  f o r  o th e r  d i s t r i c t s  

th ro u g h o u t  th e  s t a t e *  The a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  b o th  e le m e n ta ry  and 

h ig h  s c h o o ls  i n  th e  co u n ty  re a c h e d  a  maximum d u r in g  th e  y e a r s
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TABLBII

COMPARISON OF AYERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE IN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS OF INYO COUNTY

Y ea r E lem ent a ry High s c h o o l B a t io  (H. t o  E . |

1926-1927 806 193 .8 4 0

1927-1928 808 818 .2 6 4

1928-1929 854 853 .896

1929-1930 865 854 .2 9 4

1930-1931 891 246 • 276

1931-1932 863 247 •286

1932-1933 888 254 .3 0 7

1933-1934
I

880 246 .3 0 0
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2,929*30. S in c e  th e n  tlie a t t e n d a n c e  h a s  f a l l e n  o f f  s t e a d i l y .  

T h is  c o n d i t i o n  p a r a l l e l s  th e  d e c l i n e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  

towns i n  th e  coun ty  and i s  a  d i r e c t  outcome o f  th e  p u rc h a s e  

o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  e n t i r e  Owens V a lle y  by th e  C i ty  o f  Los 

A n g e le s .

The h ig h  r a t i o  o f  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  to  

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  th e  co u n ty  may be due i n  p a r t  

to  th e  p o l i c y  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  r e a c h e r  

s e l e c t i o n .  Of th e  tw e n ty -s e v e n  h ig h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  em ployed, 

tw en ty  h o ld  g e n e r a l  seco n d a ry  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  tw en ty  have had  a  

y e a r  o f  g r a d u a te  s tu d y  a t  a  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and  t h r e e  

h o ld  t h e  d e g re e  o f  m a s te r  o f  a r t s .

Summary. The g ro w th  o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  Inyo County i s  

t y p i c a l  of th e  developm ent o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  th e  n a t i o n  a t  

l a r g e  th o u g h  i t  h a s  ta k e n  p l a c e  i n  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

Prom th e  f i r s t  r e c o r d s  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  th e  coun ty  

to  th e  p r e s e n t  modern program* t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s i s t e n t  t r e n d  

tow ard  b e t t e r  s c h o o l s ,  b e t t e r  t e a c h e r s ,  and  b e t t e r  eq u ip m en t .  

T h is  r e c o r d  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  o u t s t a n d in g  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n te r e d  and th e  m a jo r  ch a n g es  t h a t  have 

ta k e n  p l a c e  i n  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  

s t a t e .  The p r e s e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p rogram  com pares f a v o r a b ly  

w i t h  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  s t a t e , .  A lth o u g h  th e  p o p u la t i o n  i s  

s c a t t e r e d  th e  number o f  d r o p - o u ts  i s  low . C o n s id e ra b le  p r o ­

g r e s s  h a s  been  made i n  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n .
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The s c h o o ls  of Inyo County a r e  o r g a n iz e d  u n d e r  th e  

g e n e r a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  coun ty  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  The coun ty  

s u p e r in t e n d e n t  i s  th e  s e c r e t a r y  of a  co u n ty  b o a rd  o f  ed u ca­

t i o n .  The f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  co u n ty  g o v ern ­

ment w i l l  be l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  

c o u n ty  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  so  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  ed u ca­

t i o n a l  p rogram  a s  a  w hole  may be e s t i m a t e d .

L o ca l  d i s t r i c t s  and th e  County Board o f  E d u c a t io n . In  

C a l i f o r n i a  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem  i s  c e n t e r e d  l a r g e l y  i n  th e  

i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  The c o u n ty  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s  o f f i c e r s ,  h a s  c e r t a i n  pow ers and d u t i e s  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s t r i c t s .

A lthough  th e  County Board o f  E d u c a t io n  an d  th e  County 

S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S c h o o ls  a r e  no t o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e  g o v e rn ­

m en t,  th e y  s e rv e  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n t s  to  whom c e r t a i n  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  s t a t e  a r e  e n t r u s t e d .  The County 

Board of E d u c a t io n  h as  f i v e  members, th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  whom 

must be  e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s .  The County S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  

s c h o o ls  i s  a  member o f  th e  County Board o f  E d u c a t io n  and 

s e r v e s  a s  s e c r e t a r y ;  th e  o th e r  f o u r  members a r e  a p p o in te d  by 

th e  County Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  I n  Inyo County th e  s u p e r ­

in t e n d e n t  i s  e l e c t e d  by th e  p e o p l e .
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The f u n c t i o n s  and d u t i e s  o f  th e  County Board o f  Educa­

t i o n  and  th e  County S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S ch o o ls  d i f f e r  w id e ly  

from th o s e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h o a rd s  and t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

o f f i c e r s *  The d u t i e s  o f  th e  co u n ty  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  l a r g e l y  

s u p e r v i s o r y  and  a d v i s o r y .  A lthough  th e y  e s t a b l i s h  s t a n d a r d s  

o f  p r a c t i c e  i n  b o th  e d u c a t i o n a l  and f i s c a l  m a t te r s *  th e  a c t u a l  

management o f  a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  i s  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  i t s  l o c a l  

o f f i c i a l s .  Under o r d in a r y  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  on ly  th e  l o c a l  d i s ­

t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s  ca n  i n i t i a t e  p o l i c i e s  o r  a u t h o r i z e  e x p e n d i t ­

u r e s  of th e  d i s t r i c t  f u n d s . 1

D u t ie s  o f  th e  County Board o f  E d u c a t io n , The p r i n c i ­

p a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  th e  County Board o f  E d u c a t io n  i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  

s t a n d a r d s .  The co u n ty  b o ard  c o n d u c ts  e x a m in a t io n s  f o r  t e a c h ­

e r s  ' c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a d o p t s  su p p le m en ta ry  books and  s c h o o l  

a p p a r a t u s  f o r  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s ,  p r e p a r e s  a  l i s t  o f  th e  

s t a n d a r d  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s  w h ich  th e  County S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  

S c h o o ls  s h a l l  p u rc h a s e  f o r  th e  e le m e n ta ry  d i s t r i c t s ,  p ro v id e s  

d ip lo m as  o f  g r a d u a t i o n  i n  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s ,  and p r e ­

s c r i b e s  th e  c o u r s e s  o f  s tu d y  to  be fo l lo w e d  i n  th e  e le m e n ta ry  

s c h o o l s .  In  c i t y  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  go v ern ed  by a  Board o f  

E d u c a t io n ,  th e  c i t y  b o a rd  p e r fo rm s  th e s e  d u t i e s  f o r  th e  d i s ­

t r i c t .

^ H aro ld  A. S to n e ,  R eport on th e  F re sn o  County S ch o o ls  
(Dos A n g e le s ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  C a l i f o r n i a  T a x p a y e rs ' A s s o c ia t i o n ,  
1 9 5 1 ) ,  PP. 1 - 2 .
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P a t i e s  o f  th e  County S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S c h o o ls ,  The 

d u t i e s  o f  th e  County S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S ch o o ls  a r e  c l o s e l y  

p r e s c r i b e d  by th e  law s of th e  s t a t e *  They a r e  l a r g e l y  s u p e r ­

v i s o r y ,  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  of  c h e c k in g  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  

d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s .  The coun ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  does  n o t ,  u n d e r  

o r d in a r y  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  have th e  power to  i n i t i a t e  th e  expend*- 

i t u r e  o f  d i s t r i c t  f u n d s .  B ecause o f  h e r  p o s i t i o n  a s  th e  c h i e f  

e d u c a t i o n a l  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  c o u n ty ,  how ever, h e r  c o u n s e l  and 

a d v ic e  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  so u g h t by th e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  o f f i c e r s .

The d u t i e s  o f  th e  co u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e

m a jo r  d i v i s i o n s :  b u s in e s s ,  c l e r i c a l ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l .  They
2a r e  a s  f o l lo w s :

B u s in e s s .  The s u p e r in t e n d e n t  a c t s  a s  a  s u p e r v i s o r y  

o f f i c e r ,  keeps an  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  

a l l  th e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  th e  c o u n ty ,  p u r c h a s e s  s t a n d ­

a r d  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  th ro u g h  

th e  co u n ty  p u r c h a s in g  a g e n t ,  t r a n s f e r s  fu n d s  f o r  

j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  and f o r  j o i n t  d i s t r i c t s ,  s e e s  

t h a t  s c h o o l  moneys a r e  p r o p e r ly  a p p r o p r i a t e d  and 

expended  a c c o r d in g  to  la w , and  r e g i s t e r s  w a r r a n t s  

i f  th e  d i s t r i c t  fu n d s  a r e  overd raw n .

C l e r i c a l . The s u p e r in t e n d e n t  d i s t r i b u t e s  c o p ie s  

o f  law s and  b la n k  form a s e n t  out by th e  S t a t e  

JBepartment o f  E d u c a t io n ,  g iv e s  n o t i c e s  o f  e l e c t ­

i o n s ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  by law , c o n d u c ts  h e a r i n g s ,

2 I b i d . , p p .  2 - 3 .
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keeps h e r  own r e c o r d s  and th o s e  o f  th e  County 

Board o f  E d u ca tio n *  c o l l e c t s  and r e p o r t s  s t a t i s ­

t i c a l  d a t a ,  and a c t s  a s  a g e n t  and in te r m e d ia r y  

f o r  th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n ,

3 ,  P r o f e s s io n a l*  I n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  th e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

r e p r e s e n t s  b o th  th e  o o a n t^  and th e  s t a t e ,  c o r ­

r e l a t i n g  and u n i f y i n g  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  work o f  

th e  coun ty  and  a c t i n g  a s  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v i s e r  

to  th e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a u t h o r i t i e s *  She s e e s  

t h a t  th e  s c h o o ls  a r e  m a in ta in e d  a c c o r d in g  to  law* 

c o n d u c ts  t e a c h e r s 1 exam ine t  io n s  * i s s u e s  temper-* 

a r y  t e a c h e r s 1 c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  c o n d u c ts  t e a c h e r s 1 

i n s t i t u t e s ,  a p p o in t s  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  to  f i l l  u n ­

e x p i r e d  te rm s when v a c a n c ie s  o c c u r ,  a r r a n g e s  f o r  

th e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n s ,  s u p e r in t e n d s  the  work 

o f  th e  r u r a l  s u p e r v i s o r s  em ployed by th e  Emer­

gency and  S u p e r v i s io n  Fund# In  th e  e v e n t  t h a t  

a  l o c a l  b o a rd  f a i l s  t o  f u n c t i o n ,  she h a s  th e  power 

to  c a r r y  on c e r t a i n  of th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h a t  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t *

B e c e ip ts  and e x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  th e  County Board o f  Edu­

c a t i o n * fh e  County Board o f  E d u c a t io n ,  b e in g  a  b ra n c h  o f  th e  

co u n ty  g o v e rn m e n t, i s  s u p p o r te d  e n t i r e l y  by a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

from  th e  County G en e ra l  Fund*
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S a p s r v i s  ion# Inyo County has  one s u p e rv i s o r *  Her 

work i s  o o n f in e d  to  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  where she s e e s  

t h a t  th e  p o l i c i e s  I n i t i a t e d  by th e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  a r e  c a r r i e d  

on and t h a t  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  program  o f  t h e  Inyo County elem* 

e n t a r y  s c h o o ls  f o l lo w s  t h a t  recommended by th e  s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  

e d u c a t io n *  In  a d d i t i o n  to  h e r  d u t i e s  a s  s u p e r v i s o r  she  a l s o  

c o n d u c ts  c o u n ty  e x a m in a t io n s ,  a s s i s t s  th e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  i n  

k e e p in g  r e c o r d s  o f  a t t e n d a n c e  and e n r o l l m e n t , and p r e p a r e s  

ach iev em en t t e s t s  f o r  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  p u p i l s *  There

i s  no s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  co u n ty  from  th e
)

co u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t* s  o f f i c e  o t h e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  coun ty  

s u p e r in t e n d e n t  h e r s e l f *

E x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  th e  co u n ty  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n * In  

f a b l e  J I I  i s  g iv e n  an  i t e m is e d  a c c o u n t o f  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  

th e  coun ty  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  1933-34* No r e n t  i s  

p a i d  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o c c u p ie d  by th e  co u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  a s  

th e s e  a r e  i n  th e  County C ourt House a t  Independence* The 

i te m s  o f  T ab le  I I I  r e p r e s e n t  th e  d e t a i l e d  e x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  th e  

c o u n ty  s c h o o l  a d m ih i s t r a t i o n *  A l l  t o t a l s  w ere t a k e n  from th e  

a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  co u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  f o r  th e  s c h o o l  

y e a r  1933-34*

Summary* The County Board o f  E d u c a t io n ,  th ro u g h  i t s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  th e  co u n ty  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  i s  i n  a  

p o s i t i o n  t o  i n f lu e n c e  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  developm ent o f  th e
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~ TABLE I I I

EXPENDITURES OP THE COUNTY SCHOOL ADMINISTHATION 
( In y o  C ounty , 1933>*34)

County b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t i o n
’ ■ ■

P e r  diem $225*00
T ra v e l in g  ex p en se 115*00
M is c e l la n e o u s
T o ta l 370*00

County s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  o f f i c e

Super i n t  e n d e n t ' s s a l a r y 1800*00
T ra v e l in g  ex p e n se 312*68
P o s ta g e
Telephone
E x p re ss ? 137*13
C a p i t a l  o u t la y 48.61
M is c e l la n e o u s 280*40
T o ta l 8BW* W

S aerg en o y  and  s u p e r v i s i o n  fu n d

S u p e r v i s o r s 1 s a l a r i e s 2750*00
M ileag e 694*29
Emergency t e a c h e r s 360.00
T o ta l ws4 ; w

T ea c h e rs  i n s t i t u t e  expense

E lem ent a ry 203*00
High 25*00
T o ta l 258TBTJ

T ru s te e s  m e e t in g  ex p en se

E le m e n ta ry 148*94
High 27*60
T o ta l IW7B*
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c o u n ty .  B d u c a t io n a l  p o l i c i e s  and  p r a c t i c e s  s h o u ld  o r i g i n a t e  

i n  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  co u n ty  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  

f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  th e  co u n ty  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  th e  s a l a r y  p a i d  th e  c o u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  i s  s m a l l  f o r  

th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h i s  o f f i c e .



CHAPIBR IV

FIHAHOIU? TEB IHYO COTTETY SCHOOLS

An im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  i n  d e te rm in in g  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p rogram  o f  a  community o r  d i s t r i c t  i s  th e  so u rc e  o f  revenue  

f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s .  I f  th e  fu n d s  must be r a i s e d  e n t i r e l y  by  th e  

d i s t r i c t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p rogram  must be i n  keep ing  w i th  th e  

w e a l th  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t .  I f  a  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  e d u c ­

a t i o n a l  c o s t  i s  b o rn e  by a g e n c ie s  o u t s i d e  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  a  

more e x t e n s i v e  p rogram  can  be  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  w ith o u t  e v e r -  

b u rd e n in g  th e  t a x p a y e r s .  A c c u ra te  in fo rm a t io n  r e g a r d in g  th e  

s o u r c e s  o f  income f o r  th e  s c h o o ls  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o f  c o n s id e r a b l e  

v a lu e  to  th o s e  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  program  o f  

th e  c o u n ty .

fh e  R i le y - $ te w a r t  p l a n . C a l i f o r n i a  p u b l i c  e le m e n ta ry  

and se c o n d a ry  s c h o o l s  a r e  s u p p o r te d  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  by a  com­

b i n a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  a p p o r t io n m e n ts  to  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l  d i s ­

t r i c t s  and  moneys d e r iv e d  from s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t a x a t i o n .  F o r  

th e  su p p o r t  o f  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s ,  w h e th e r  m a in ta in e d  by h ig h  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o r  by s e p a r a t e l y  o rg a n iz e d  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  d i s ­

t r i c t s ,  a  c o u n ty  t a x  i s  a l s o  p r o v id e d  to  p ay  f o r  th e  t u i t i o n  o f
*

n o n - r e s i d e n t  s t u d e n t s .  P re v io u s  to  th e  p r e s e n t  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  

19 3 3 -3 4 , th e  c o u n t i e s  w ere  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a l s o  to  th e  

s u p p o r t  o f  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s  and h ig h  s c h o o l s ,  but S en a te  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendment Ho. 30 ( R i le y - S te w a r t  P l a n ) ,  e n a c te d



by th e  p e o p le  June 2 7 , 1933, t r a n s f e r r e d  t h i s  b u rd e n  o f  

co u n ty  s c h o o l  s u p p o r t  t o  the  s t a t e *

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s * The S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o ­

v i d e s  f o r  a  s t a t e  ( e le m e n ta ry )  s c h o o l  $und and  a  s t a t e  h ig h  

s c h o o l  fu n d ,  e a c h  c o n s i s t i n g  o f .$30 p e r  p u p i l  i n  a v e ra g e  d a i ly  

a t t e n d a n c e  i n  e lem e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  and h ig h  s c h o o ls ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

d u r in g  th e  p r e c e d in g  y e a r .  I t  f u r t h e r  p ro v id e d  f o r  a p p o r t i o n ­

m en ts  from t h e  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  fund  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  #o f  e le m e n ta ry  

s c h o o ls  an d  h ig h  s c h o o l s .  F o r^ e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  t h e r e  i s  ap ­

p o r t i o n e d  from  th e  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  fu n d , to  e a c h  c o u n ty ,  a n  amount 

e q u a l  to  t h a t  r e c e iv e d  by th e  co u n ty  from th e  s t a t e  s c h o o l  fund* 

b u t no t l e s s  th a n  $30- p e r  p u p il;*  f o r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  . th e re  i s  a p ­

p o r t i o n e d  t o  e a c h  co u n ty  a t  l e a s t  d o u b le  th e  amount r e c e iv e d  by 

th e  co u n ty  from th e  s t a t e  h ig h  s c h o o l  fu n d ,  b u t no t l e s s  t h a n  

$60 p e r  p u p i l .

S t a t e  a p p o r t io n m e n ts  f o r  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  a r e  made a s  

f o l l o w s :

1 * f h e r e  i s  a p p o r t io n e d  to  th e  u n a p p o r t io n e d  co u n ty  

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  fu n d  o f  e a c h  c o u n ty ,  t o  be 

u s e d  a s  an  em ergency fu n d  f o r  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  and to  pay c e r t a i n  

m is c e l l a n e o u s  e x p e n s e s  ch a rg e d  a g a in s t  th e  fu n d , 

an amount e s t im a te d  by th e  coun ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  

o f  s c h o o l s ,  bu t n o t more th a n  5 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  

t o t a l  a p p o r t io n m e n t  by th e  s t a t e  to  th e  co u n ty
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from th e  s t a t e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  fund*

2 . f o u r t e e n  hundred  d o l l a r s  i s  a p p o r t io n e d  t o  th e  

c o u n ty  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  s u p e r v i s i o n  fund  o f  

e a c h  c o u n ty  f o r  e ach  300 o r  m a jo r  f r a c t i o n  o f  

300 p u p i l s  i n  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t te n d a n c e  i n  th e  

co u n ty  i n  d i s t r i c t s  h av in g  l e s s  th a n  300 p u p i l s  

i n  av e ra g e  d a i l y  a t te n d a n c e *

3* f o u r t e e n  hundred  d o l l a r s  i s  a p p o r t io n e d  t o  e ach

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  ea c h  35 o r  f r a c t i o n  

o f  35 p u p i l s  i n  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e ,

4* i n  a d d i t i o n a l  $1400 i s  a p p o r t io n e d  t o  e a c h  e lem e n -  

t a i y  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  each  300 p u p i l s  i n  a v e r ­

age d a i l y  a t te n d a n c e *

5* Bach s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  r e c e i v e s  from th e  s t a t e  an  

amount e q u a l  t o  t h e  e x c e s s  c o s t  i n c u r r e d  by' th e  

d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l l y  h a n d i ­

cap p ed  c h i ld r e n *

6 * f h e r e  i s  th e n  a p p o r t i o n e d ’to  e a c h  e le m e n ta ry

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  an  amount a p p ro x im a te ly  e q u a l  

t o  $12 p e r  p u p i l  i n  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e . 1 

I t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  t h i s  a p p o r t  ionment i s  made on 

a c co u n t o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls

1 V i e r l i n g  K e rsey ,  P e r t l n e n t  f a c t a  about C a l i f o r n i a  
P u b l ic  S c h o o ls  (S a c ram e n to , C a l i f o r n i a :  S t a t e  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,
193477 P* 11*
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and in  th e  s e v e n th  and e i g h t h  g r a d e s  i n  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l s .  

No a p p o r t io n m e n t i s  made by th e  s t a t e  on a c c o u n t  o f  k in d e r ­

g a r t e n  a t t e n d a n c e .

S t a t e  a p p o r t io n m e n ts  f o r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  a r e  made as  

f o l lo w s :  jl*

1 . .  There i s  a p p o r t io n e d  to  th e  u n a p p o r t ib n e d  county- 

h ig h  s c h o o l  fund  of e ach  c o u n ty ,  t o  he u se d  as 

a n  em ergency fund  f o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  and 

to  m eet m i s c e l l a n e o u s  e x p e n s e s  c h a rg e d  a g a i n s t  

th e  fu n d ,  su c h  amounts a s  a r e  r e q u e s te d  by coun­

ty  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  o f  s c h o o ls  b u t  no t to  ex c ee d  

5 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e  a p p o r t io n m e n t  to  th e  

c o u n ty  from  th e  s t a t e  h ig h  s c h o o l  f u n d .

T h ir ty - tw o  hundred  d o l l a r s  i s  a p p o r t io n e d  to  e a c h  

new h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  form ed d u r in g  th e  p r e ­

c e d in g  s c h o o l  y e a r  b u t  n o t  m a in ta in in g  s c h o o l  

d u r in g  t h a t  y e a r .

3 .  B ig h t  hund red  d o l l a r s  i s  a p p o r t io n e d  t o  e a c h  h ig h  

«. s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  on  ac co u n t  o f  e a ch  o f  n in e  to

f o u r t e e n ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  m a in ta in e d  i n  e a c h  j u n i o r ,  

s e n i o r ,  f o u r - y e a r ,  o r  e v e n in g  h ig h  s c h o o l  and 

i n  e a c h  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  i n  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s ­

t r i c t .

4 .  Bonus a p p o r t io n m e n ts  sire th p n  made t o  e a c h  h ig h
% 1

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  on  acco u n t o f  th e  f i r s t  30 

u n i t s  o f  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  s p e c i a l  day
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and e v e n in g  c l a s s e s  and  i n  e v e n in g  h ig h  sc h o o ls*  

Those a p p o r t io n m e n ts  a r e  a t  th e  r a t e  o f  $120 

f o r  e a c h  o f  th e  f i r s t  10  u n i t s  o f  su ch  a t t e n d -
it

s n o e ,  $90 f o r  e a c h  o f  th e  seco n d  10 u n i t s ,  and

$60 f o r  e a ch  o f  th e  t h i r d  10 u n i t s *

6 * There i s  a p p o r t io n e d  to  e a ch  h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

. 'an  amount e q u a l  to  th e  e x c e s s  c o s t  i n c u r r e d  by

th e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  p h y s i c a l l y

h a n d ic a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .

6 * Bach h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  i s  th e n  a p p o r t io n e d

a n  amount e q u a l  to  a p p ro x im a te ly  $83 p e r  u n i t

o f  ave ra g e  da i l y  a t  t e  ndanc e • i'

The s t a t e  i s  now f u r n i s h i n g  a p p ro x im a te ly  67 p e r  c e n t

o f  th e  c u r r e n t  e x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,

and 62 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  e x p e n d i tu r e s  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l  
2

d i s t r i c t s .

A d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s * The c o n t r o l  o f  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  e x p e n d i tu r e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i s  v e s t e d  by law 

i n  th e  g o v e rn in g  b o a r d s  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  p e r ­

t a i n  g e n e r a l  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s t a t e  la w . In  Inyo County the  

g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  s c h o o l  b o a rd s  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  

i s  t o  e s t i m a t e  th e  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  th e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  th e  

coming y e a r  by t o t a l i n g  th e  amount a g re e d  upon f o r  t e a c h e r s 1

2 PP*
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s a l a r i e s  w i th  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  c u r r e n t  e x p a n se  f o r  th e  p r e c e d ­

in g  y e a r .  I f  i t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  th e  o p e r a t i n g  expense o f  

th e  sc h o o l  p l a n t  w i l l  he g r e a t e r  th a n  f o r  th e  p r e c e d in g  y e a r ,  

a  sum i s  in c lu d e d  to  c o v e r  the e s t i m a t e d  amount# The b u d g e t 

f o r  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  ap p ro v ed  by th e  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s ,  i s  th e n ,  

s e n t  to  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  co u n ty  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  where s t a t e  

a p p o r t io n m e n ts  a r e  f i g u r e d  an d  d e d u c te d  from th e  t o t a l *  The 

b a la n c e  o f  th e  fu n d s  n e c e s s a r y  a r e  r a i s e d  by l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  

t a x **5

T u i t i o n  i s  p a i d  by the"  f e d e r a l  governm ent f o r  a l l  

I n d ia n  c h i l d r e n  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls *  I t  i s  

n o t  p o s s i b l e  to  e s t i m a t e  th e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  I n d ia n  c h i l d r e n  i n
A

any p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  u n t i l  th e  a t t e n d a n c e  h a s  a c t u a l l y  

b e e n  reco rd ed *  T h is  p r o v id e s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u rc e  o f  rev en u e  

to  many o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s .  The fu n d s  th u s  ac c u m u la te d  t o g e t h e r  

w i th  any b a la n c e  from th e  p r e c e d in g  y e a r  a r e  d ed u e ted w from th e  

t o t a l  o f  th e  new budget th e r e b y  re d u c in g  th e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  t a x .

S o u rc e s  o f  rev en u e  f o r  th e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1933*3 4 . The

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s  i n  th e  co u n ty  f o r• ♦ •
th e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1933*34 i s  shown i n  Table IV. The t o t a l s  

g iv e n  in  t h i s  t a b l e  w ere  made up from  th e  s e v e r a l  i te m s  l i s t e d

i n  th e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  th e  co u n ty  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s .
/

Uo a d ju s tm e n t  was made f o r  th e  b a la n c e  b ro u g h t ^ fo rw ard  from

3 C a l i f o r n i a  Schoo l Code (S ac ram en to , C a l i f o r n i a :  S t a t e
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ) ,  S e c t io n  4 .3 7 1 .
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-TABLE IV

SOUBCES QW m V E W ffi FOB THE IHYO CQUDTY SCHOOLS
(1 9 3 3 -3 4 )

Source  Amount P e r  c e n t

E le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s

S t a t e  6 6 ,6 5 8 .7 0  6 6 .5

D i s t r i c t  2 1 ,6 9 3 .1 8  2 1 .6

E e& era l governm ent 1 1 . 940.22  1 1 .9

High s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s

S t a t e  4 4 ,8 9 5 .3 0  6 0 .2

D i s t r i c t  2 6 ,4 3 8 .4 4  3 5 .4

E e d e ra i  governm ent 3 .3 3 3 .4 1  4 .4
7 4 ,667#15 106.6
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th e  p r e c e d in g  y e a r  n o r  f o r  t h e  b a la n c e  r e m a in in g  a t  th e  end o f  

th e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1 9 33 -34 , th e  f i g u r e s  g iv e n  r e p r e s e n t  th e  sums 

a c t u a l l y  r e c e iv e d  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  from  s t a t e  a p p o r t io n m e n ts ,  

f e d e r a l  a i d ,  and l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  t a x a t i o n *

The f i g u r e s  g iv e n  i n  Table IT were u s e d  i n  th e  con­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  C h a r t  I  w i th  th e  o b je c t  i n  v iew  o f  g i v i n g  a  more 

co m p reh en siv e  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  s o u r c e s  o f  rev en u e  f o r  th e  co u n ty  

s c h o o l s ,  b o th  e le m e n ta ry  and s e c o n d a ry ,  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  

1 9 33-34 .

l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  t a x a t i o n . I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  by th e  c o u n ty  

a s s e s s o r  t h a t  ab o u t  90 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  la n d  i n  Owens T a l l e y ,  

th e  p o p u la te d  s e c t i o n  o f  Inyo C ounty, i s  owned by th e  c i t y  o f  

l o s  A n g e le s .  T h is  th ro w s  th e  b u rd en  o f  th e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  

t a x  upon t h a t  c i t y .  Many o f  th e  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  r e n t  t h e i r  

homes from  th e  c i t y  o f  l o s  A n g e le s ,  how ever, w i t h  the r e s u l t  

t h a t  some of th e  s c h o o l  t a x  money does  o r i g i n a t e  w i th  th e  

l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .

An a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  o f  # 2 5 ,6 0 0  p e r  m ile  i s  p l a c e d  on 

a l l  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n ty .  As th e  d i s ­

t a n c e s  a r e  g r e a t ,  e v e n  b e tw een  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a  

good p a r t  o f  th e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  t a x  i s  c a r r i e d  by th e  r a i l ­

r o a d s  i n  c e r t a i n  d i s t r i c t s .  To i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o i n t  the  d a t a  

g iv e n  i n  Table  T w ere ta k e n  from  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  Board o f  

S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  Inyo County and e x t e n s i o n s  w ere  made to  i n d i ­

c a t e  th e  p e r  c e n t  th e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d s  i s
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

CHART

SOURCES OF REVENUE OF THE INYO

HIGH SCHOOLS

I

COUNTY SCHOOLS, 1033-34
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T m m  y

P3B OSST 02 LOCAL DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX 
BGBH1 BY TEE RAILROADS 
(In y o  C punty , 1 9 3 3-34 )

L i s t  r i o t A sse ssed  v a l u a t i o n T o ta l  a s s e s s e d  
v a l u a t  io n

P e r  c e n t

B lem e n ta ry

Bishop # 4 8 0 ,0 0 0 $ 4 ,0 8 9 ,3 3 5 18
Big P in e 3 7 7 ,6 0 0 1 ,2 2 0 ,0 4 5 34
A berdeen £ 3 0 ,400 '  3 5 9 ,5 3 0 64
M il to n 76 ,800 274 ,595 28
Independence 1 7 9 ,2 0 0 1 ,1 4 8 ,4 2 0 16
Owenyo 2 68 ,406 279 ,406 93
K e e le r 166 ,400 2 0 2 ,880 82
Lone P in e
C a rteg o  

. O lancha
1 ,8 5 6 ,5 1 2 3 ,7 2 3 ,8 6 7 48

High s c h o o l
Lone P in e  Union 131 ,328 2 ,8 0 5 ,1 9 5 5
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o f  th e  t o t a l  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  w hich  

th e y  o p e r a t e .

Summary, W ith th e  a d o p t io n  o f  th e  H iley  ̂ S te w a r t  p l a n  . 

by th e  C a l i f o r n i a  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  th e  b u rd e n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  

e d u c a t io n  i n  Inyo County i s  b o rne  by th e  s t a t e ,  S choo l bud­

g e t s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  by th e  v a r io u s  d i s t r i c t s  i n  th e  s im p le s t  

p o s s i b l e  m anner. Of t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  t a x ,  th e  c i t y  o f  bos  

A ngeles  i s  t h e  m a jo r  c o n t r i b u t o r .  B a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y s
-i •

a r e  ta x e d  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  # 2 5 ,000  o f  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  p e r  

m ile  o f  t r a c k .



CHAPTER V 

BDUCATIOHAD COSTS I I  INTO CGUHTY

The c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  h as  become a m a t te r  o f  g e n e r a l

i n t e r e s t  t o  th e  p u b l i c  i n  th e  l a s t  few y e a rs *  I t  i s  n o t  p o s -
■*c

s i b l e  t o  d e te rm in e  t h i s  c o s t  w i th o u t  making a  d e t a i l e d  i n v e s ­

t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l  sy s tem  i n  q u e s t i o n  so t h a t  

t h i s  c o s t  may be compared w i th  th e  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  

s i m i l a r  system s' i n  th e  s t a t e .  C u rren t  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s  and 

c a p i t a l  o u t l a y s  f o r  th e  s c h o o l s  o f  Inyo County a re  s e g r e g a t e d  

i n  t h i s  c h a p te r*  and t h e s e  c o s t s  a r e  com pared w i th  th o s e  o f  an  

a d j o in in g  c o u n ty .

D isbursem en t s . A ccord ing  to  th e  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  County 

S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S c h o o ls  th e  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  ex p en se  f o r  

1 9 33-34  amounted t o  $176*550*97. I n t e r e s t  on  bonds and bond 

re d e m p tio n  amounted to  $36*535 d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and c a p i t a l  

o u t l a y s  o f  $ 3 6 ,1 1 4 .4 4  b ro u g h t th e  t o t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  expense  

f o r  th e  co u n ty  to  $ 2 4 9 ,3 0 0 .3 1 .*  In  f a b l e  VI i s  g iv e n  an  i tem ­

iz e d  a c c o u n t  o f  th e s e  e x p e n d i tu r e s  a c c o r d in g  to  f u n c t i o n s .  

D i f f e r e n c e s  w h ich  o c c u r  be tw een  th e  f i g u r e s  g iv e n  i n  th e  a n n u a l  

r e p o r t  o f  th e  County A u d i to r  and th o s e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  th e  r e p o r t  

o f  th e  County S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S choo ls  a r e  due t o  o u t s t a n d in g  

w a r r a n t s  and  c o r r e c t i o n s .  These have been  a c c o u n te d  f o r .

1 Annual R eport o f  th e  County S u p e r in te n d e n t  ( Inyo 
C ounty , C a l i f o r n i a ,  1933-34T7
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TABLE VI

EDUCATIONAL DISBURSEMENTS BY FUNCTIONS 
( Inyo County s c h o o l s , 19 3 3 -3 4 )

I t  em Amount P e r  c e n t

County s u p e r in t e n d e n t $ 2 ,983*26 1*69
County bo&rd o f  e d u c a t i o n 370*00 .2 1
Kmergency and s u p e r v i s i o n 3,804*29 2 .1 5
G e n e ra l  c o n t r o l 899*63 .5 1
T e a c h e r s 1 s a l a r i e s  
I n s t r u c t i o n a l  s e r v i c e

108,701*37 61 .5 6

and l i b r a r y 1 3 ,4 6 9 .2 2 7 .6 3
O p e ra t io n  of school p l a n t s 1 9 ,2 8 1 .2 3 1 0 .9 4
M ain ten an ce  o f  s c h o o l  p l a n t s 8 ,0 6 2 .5 8 4 .5 6
f i x e d  c h a rg e s 4 ,1 5 8 .4 4 2*55
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 10,963*91 6 .2 8
A u x i l i a r y  a g e n c ie s 3 .867*05

$l76,:5S6,6Y
2 .1 8

C u r re n t  e d u c a t  i o n a l  expense 1 6 0 .6 6

C a p i t a l  o u t l a y s $ 3 6 ,1 1 4 .4 4
Bond i n t e r e s t  and  re d e m p tio n 3 6 .3 3 3 .0 0

7 2 ,6 4 9 .4 4

$1 7 6 ,6 5 0 .9 7
T o ta l  e x p e n d i tu r e s 7 2 .6 4 9 .4 4

f o r  e d u c a t io n $249,2*00.41
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The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e c o r d s  show th e  t o t a l s  s e g r e ­

g a te d  by s c h o o ls  an d  s u b d iv id e d  i n t o  t e n  h e a d in g s  r e q u i r e d  

by th e  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t . The s e g r e g a te d  t o t a l s  o f  th e  

County S u p e r in te n d e n t  a r e  th e  ones a n a ly s e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .

C u r re n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  ex p en se  and t o t a l  c o s t s . I t  i s  the  

p r a c t i c e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  to  r e q u i r e  an an n u a l r e p o r t  o f  th e  Coun­

t y  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  S ch o o ls  on a l l  m a t t e r s  c o n c e rn in g  c u r r e n t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e n se .  C a p i t a l  o u t l a y s  and  bond i n t e r e s t  and 

re d e m p tio n  a r e  n o t c o n s id e r e d  a s  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  expense  

and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  l i s t e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  I t  i s  th e  cus tom ary  p r a c ­

t i c e  i n  b u s in e s s  t o  w r i t e - o f f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g s  and e q u ip ­

ment a t  a n  a n n u a l  r a t e  deemed s u f f i c i e n t  to  r e p la c e  them when 

th e y  a r e  no lo n g e r  s u i t a b l e  f o r  u s e .  T h is  i s  n o t done w i th  

th e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  and equipm ent i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and the r e s ­

p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  rep lacem en t f a l l s  e n t i r e l y  upon th e  t a x  p a y e r s  

o f  th e  c o u n ty .  T h is  p r a c t i c e  h as  th e  doub le  d is a d v a n ta g e  o f  

c a u s in g  c e r t a i n  d i s t r i c t s  to  o v e r - s p e n d  when new b u i ld i n g s  and 

equipm ent a r e  needed  d u r in g  good t i m e s ,  w h i le  th e  r e v e r s e  i s  

t r u e  i f  new b u i l d i n g s  and  equipm ent a r e  needed  when t im e s  a r e  

p o o r .  T h is  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  e x c e e d in g ly  h ig h  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  

on bonds w i t h  added  c o s t  f o r  b u i l d i n g s ,  o r  i n  th e  o t h e r  e x t re m e ,  

d i e t r i c t s  h a n d ic a p p e d  by in a d e  quat e e qu ipm en t•

O u ts ta n d in g  b o n d s . O u ts ta n d in g  b o n d s , th e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e ,  

and th e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  c o n c e rn e d  a r e  g iv e n



i n  f a b l e  V II  showing a  w ide v a r i a t i o n  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  

pa id*

C a p i t a l  o u t la y s  and bond i n t e r e s t  and r e d e m p tio n * f  he 

d a t a  g iv e n  in  f a b l e  V I I I  i n d i c a t e  th e  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y s  a s  f o r  

b u i l d i n g s ,  im provem ents , and perm anen t equipm ent i n  th e  v a r -  

io u s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  Inyo C ounty , f h i s  t a b l e  a l s o  g iv e s  

th e  amount p a i d  by th e  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  tow ard  bond i n t e r e s t  

and bond redem ption*  I n  r e a d in g  th e  p u p i l  c o s t  p e r  a v e ra g e  

d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  i t  w ould  be a d v i s a b le  to  r e f e r  to  t h i s  c h a r t  

f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s  i n  th e  d i s t r i c t s  concerned*

D i s t r i c t  t a x  on b u i l d i n g s * I n  f a b l e  IX i s  i n d i c a t e d  th e
V

v a r i o u s  i te m s  and  th e  t o t a l  d i s t r i c t  t a x  r a t e  f o r  s c h o o l  b u i l d ­

in g s  i n  th e  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s ,  fhe  fu n d s  s p e n t  by th e  co u n ty  

f o r  such  e d u c a t i o n a l  equipm ent a r e  not l i s t e d  i n  th e  c u r r e n t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s .  B u i ld in g s  and perm anent equ ipm ent a r e  con«» 

s i d e  r e d  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  co u n ty  s u b j e c t  t o  any u s e  th e  p e o p le  

o f  th e  co u n ty  may e l e c t .  I n c r e a s e  i n  v a lu e  may o c c u r  i n  some 

i n s t a n c e s  w here la n d  v a lu e s  a p p r e c i a t e  b u t  i n  g e n e r a l  th e  

v a lu e  o f  such  p r o p e r ty  d e c l i n e s  and i t  i s  recommended t h a t  

t h i s  d e p r e c i a t i o n  be t a k e n  i n to  ac c o u n t  in  th e  c u r r e n t  e d u c a ­

t i o n a l  e x p e n s e .

A bated c o a t s  by d i s t r i c t s . In  f a b le  X i s  l i s t e d  th e  

t o t a l  c u r r e n t  expense  f o r  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  p l u s  o r  minus t r a n s ­

f e r s  from  o th e r  d i s t r i c t s .  Such t r a n s f e r s  a r e  in c lu d e d  i n
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TABLE ¥11

O VTBTAm im  SCHOOL BOOTS GP ISYO COUNTY 
(June  3 0 ,  1934)

D i s t r i c t Bate 
p e r  oen t M o u n t

A sse sse d  v a l u a t ­
io n  o f  d i s t r i c t

E le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  

Big' P in e  U nion 5*00 12 ,000 # 1 ,2 2 0 ,0 4 5
B ishop U nion 6 .5 0 21 ,000

3*000
4 ,0 8 9 ,3 3 5

Independence Union 5 .2 5 1 ,1 4 8 ,4 2 0
Bone P in e 5 .7 5 20 ,000 1 ,1 6 6 ,1 8 0
Hound V a lley 6 .2 5 5 ,7 5 0 411 ,355

High s c h o o ls

Big P in e  U nion 5 .0 0 14 ,000 1 ,5 7 9 ,5 7 5
B ishop U nion 5*25 1 8 9 ,0 0 0 5 ,3 5 4 ,0 2 0
Lone P in e  U nion 5 .0 0 3 ,0 0 0 2*805,195
Owens V a l le y  U nion 5 .5 0 1 4 ,0 0 0 1*444 ,020

T o ta l s $281 ,750 $1 9 ,2 1 8 ,1 4 5
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TABLE f i l l

CAPITAL OUTLAYS IHCLUDIUG BOED INTEBBST AND BEDEMPTIOM
(Inyo  County, 1 9 3 5 -3 4 )

. . * I n t e r e s t  and 
D ie t  r  i c t  re  ̂ emp t i o n

C a p i t a l
o u t l a y s T o ta l

E le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls

A berdeen # 70*00 # 7 0 .0 0
B ig  P in e $ 2 ,7 0 0 .0 0 549 .26 3 ,2 9 4 .2 6
B ishop . 3 ,4 9 0 .0 0 3 ,6 5 5 .1 3 7 ,1 4 5 .1 3
C a r te g o
Darwin 9 4 .1 0 9 4 .1 0
D eath  T a l l e y
Independence 1 ,2 X 0 .0 0 1 ,3 7 4 .8 3 2 ,5 8 4 .8 3
K e e le r 184 .8 8 184 .8 8
Lone P in e 2 ,2 2 5 .0 0 2 2 ,0 7 0 .4 2 2 4 ,2 9 5 .4 2
M il to n '

O lanchs 5 4 .9 0 5 4 .9 0
Owenyo 3 5 .0 0 3 5 ,0 0
P le a s a n t  T a l l e y V

Bound T a l l e y 6 2 0 .0 0 35* 00 6 5 5 .0 0
Shoshone 4 3 .88 4 3 .88
Tecops 1 4 .4 5 1 4 .4 5
West B ishop 1 ,0 6 0 .0 0 2 3 .9 0 1 ,0 8 3 .9 0

H igh  s c h o o ls *

B ig P in e 3 ,8 0 0 .0 0 46 .97 3 ,8 4 6 .9 7
B ishop 1 4 ,2 0 0 .0 0 3 ,8 9 7 .4 8 1 8 ,0 9 7 .4 8
Lone P in e 3 ,3 0 0 .0 0 3 ,0 9 8 .2 3 6 ,3 9 8 .2 3
Owens T a l le y 3 ,9 3 0 .0 0 821 .0 6 4 ,7 5 1 .0 6
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TABLE1 IX

BISTBICf TAX OH BUILDIBGS 
( In y o  County p u b l i c  s c h o o l s * 1933-341

X

D i s t r i c t
I n t e r e s t  
:'a'nd S. P . Bonds B u i ld in g s T o ta l

E le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s

Bound Y a lley  ̂ > .0 7 .07
West B ishop • 18 .1 8
Bishop • *26 .09 .3 5
B ig  P in s *23 .22 .45
Independence *25 .0 7 .32
K e e le r .3 0 .1 0 . 40
Lone P in e * 24

oH« *34
O lancha .3 0 .02 *32
Darwin .2 3 .23
A berdeen .1 3 .1 3

High s c h o o ls

B ishop  U nion .2 7 .3 0 *57
B ig  P in e  Union .1 9 .2 0 .3 9
Lone P in e  U nion .4 0 *12 .5 2
Owens T a l l e y  U nion • 43 .2 0 *63
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TABLE Z

ABATED COSTS BY DISTRICTS 
( In y o  County s c h o o l s ,  1933-341

t

D i s t r i c t C u rren t  ex p en se t r a n s f e r s t o t a l

E le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls

A berdeen $ 2*299 .16 $ 2 ,2 9 9 .1 6
B ig  P ine 1 3 ,0 5 9 .8 3 1 3 ,0 5 9 .8 3
B ishop 28 ,854^13 4 1 0 .3 4 2 9 ,2 6 4 .4 7
C artego 1 ,6 2 5 .7 1 1 ,6 2 5 .7 1
Darwin 1 ,1 8 3 .8 5 1 ,1 8 3 .8 5
D eath  V a lley 3 ,3 2 5 ,5 5 -7 0 0 .0 0 8 ,6 2 5 .5 5
Independence 5 ,5 2 7 .3 0 900 .0 0 6 ,4 2 7 .3 0
K e e le r 5 ,8 1 0 .8 9 5 ,8 1 0 .8 9
Lone P in e 9 *346 .40 9 ,3 4 6 .4 0
M il to n 2 ,3 5 1 .7 1 2 ,3 5 1 .7 1
O lancha 2 ,7 6 6 .0 3 2 ,7 6 6 .0 3
Owenyo 1 ,6 5 3 .9 9 1 ,6 5 3 .9 9
P le a s a n t  V a lley 1 ,6 4 1 .0 3 • 4 5 .3 1 1 ,5 9 5 .7 2
Round V a lley 2 ,0 8 2 .9 3 45 .3 1 2 ,1 28*24
Shoshone 1 ,8 6 4 .3 8 1*864 .38
te c o p a 1*581.78 1 ,5 8 1 .7 8
West B ishop 4 .5 8 7 .1 6 4 .5 8 7 .1 6

96,2(59.63 9 0 ,8 2 0 .1 7
H igh s c h o o ls

Big P ine  
B ishop  
Lone P ine  
Owens V a lley

9 ,0 0 8 .3 0
3 8 ,0 1 4 .4 3
2 1 ,2 7 3 .8 0
1 0 .8 8 6 .5 7  
79 ,1 .83 .10

*766.66
700 .00

•900.00

9 ,0 0 8 .3 0  
3 7 | 247 .77
2 1 ,9 7 3 .8 0

9 .9 8 6 .5 7
7 8 ,2 1 6 .4 4
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th e  n e t  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t  p e r  d i s t r i c t  i n  com puting  

t h e  c o s t  p e r  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  th e  v a r io u s  d i s ­

t r i c t s  o f  th e  c o u n ty .  I t  h a s  h e e n  fo u n d  t h a t  su ch  t r a n s f e r  

in c lu d e  th e  c o s t  o f  c e r t a i n  p u p i l s  who a r e  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  

a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  i n  q u e s t io n  and th e  

c o s t  p e r  p u p i l  must t h e r e f o r e  he b ased  on t h i s  a b a te d  t o t a l ,

B lem entayy  and  h ig h  s c h o o l  c o s t s  p e r  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n ­

d a n c e , The s c a t t e r e d  p o p u la t i o n  o f  such  a  l a r g e  co u n ty  a s  Inyo 

would t e n d  to  r a i s e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t  p e r  p u p i l  w e l l  above 

th e  a v e ra g e  o f  th e  s t a t e .  The f a c t  t h a t  in  some d i s t r i c t s  

th e  c o s t  p e r  p u p i l  com pares f a v o r a b ly  w i th  th e  s t a t e  a v e ra g e  

c o s t  o f  $ 8 6 ,4 0  p e r  p u p i l  i n  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  th e

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s ,  and $149 ,68  p e r  p u p i l  i n  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t -
2te n d a n c e  i n  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l s ,  p o i n t s  t o  commendable o p e r a t i o n  

upon th e  p a r t  o f  th o se  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e d u c a t io n  i n  th e s e  d i s ­

t r i c t s ,  The s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo County must meet t h e  same r e q u i r e ­

m en ts  t h a t  a r e  met by s c h o o ls  i n  more f a v o r a b le  s e c t i o n s  o f  

th e  s t a t e  and  t h i s  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  th e  e x c e s s iv e  c o s t  

p e r  p u p i l  i n  some o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  where a  l i m i t e d  e n r o l lm e n t  

o c c u r s .  The s i z e  o f  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

w i t h  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d in g  ex p e n se  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e i r  

l i m i t e d  e n r o l lm e n t ,  and  th e  demand f o r  a  v a r i e d  c u r r ic u lu m ,

2 Y i e r l i n g  K e rs e y ,  P e r t i n e n t  P a c t s  ab o u t C a l i f o r n i a  
P u b l i c  S c h o o ls  (S a c ram e n to . C a l i f o r n i a :  S t a t e  P r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,  
1 9 3 4 ) ,  p ,  ^9 .
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m ust n e c e s s a r i l y  mean a g r e a t e r  t h a n  a v e ra g e  c o s t  p e r  p u p i l#

Comparing th e  c o s t s  l i s t e d  i n  (Table XI w i th  th o se  o f

F re sn o  County^ i t  i s  found  t h a t  t h e  a v e ra g e  c o s t  p e r  A# D# A#

i n  Inyo County i s  ^ 1 4 1 .7 2 ,  f o r  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s ,  w h ile

th e  a v e ra g e  c o s t  p e r  A. B. A# in  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  o f

F re sn o  County i s  $80 #20. In  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo County

th e  a v e ra g e  c o s t  p e r  A# D# A# i s  |4 6 0 ,4 3 ,  w h i le  th e  a v e ra g e

c o s t  p e r  A. JD. A# f o r  t h e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  F re sn o  County i s  *

$ 1 7 0 ,5 3 . In  com paring  th e s e  p u p i l  c o s t s  p e r  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t -  

y v te n d an ce  i t  s h o u ld  be remembered t h a t  th e y  a r e  b ased  on e d u c a ­

t i o n a l  c o s t s  an d  a t t e n d a n c e  d a t a  o f  t h e s e  two c o u n t i e s  f o r  one 

y e a r  o n ly ;  th e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1933-34  i n  th e  c a se  o f  Inyo County , 

and t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1929-30  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  F re sn o  County# The 

co m p ar iso n  does  s e rv e  t o  show, how ever, t h a t  th e  c o s t  o f  ed u c a ­

t i o n  i n  Inyo County i s  much h ig h e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  a n  a d j o i n i n g  

c o u n ty ,  The g r e a t e r  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  Inyo County i s  due 

i n  p a r t  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  only  two e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  

and  one h ig h  s c h o o l  w i th  an  a v e ra g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  o v e r  

one h u n d red .

Summary# The c o s t  o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  Inyo C ounty, b ased  on 

th e  a v e ra g e  c o s t  p e r  A. D# A# i n  th e  e le m e n ta ry  and  h ig h  

s c h o o ls  o f  t h e  c o u n ty ,  i s  much h ig h e r  th a n  th e  s t a t e  a v e ra g e ,

® H aro ld  A. S to n e ,  The F re sn o  County S ch o o ls  (Los A n g e le s ,  
C a l i f o r n i a :  C a l i f o r n i a  T a ip a y e r s  Assoo’i a t i o n ,  1 9 3 1 ) f p p .  3 9 -4 7 .
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TABLE X I

SCHOOL OQSIS PER AVERAGE DAILY ATW DM OS 
( In y o  C ounty , 1933-341

D i s t r i c t A* D. A lle t a b a te d  
c o s t s

C ost p e r  A. D. A#

E lem ent a ry  s c h o o ls

A berdeen 9
B ig  P in e 95
B ishop 267
C arteg o 7
D arw in 8
D eath  Y a lie y 37
Independence 58
H e e le r 71
Lone P in e 117
M ilto n 18
O lancha 24
Owenyo 18
P le a s a n t  Y a lle y 9
Hound Y a lley 26
Shoshone 12
Tecopa 8
We a t B ishop 36

Lgh s c h o o ls

B ig  P in e 11
B ish o p 130
Lone P in e 84
Owens Y a lle y 21

2 .2 9 9 .1 6  
13 ,059*83  
2 9 ,2 6 4 .4 7

1 .6 2 5 .7 1  
1 ,8 3 1 .8 5  
2 ,6 2 5 .5 5  
6 ,4 2 7 .3 0  
5 ,8 1 0 .8 9  
9 ,3 4 6 .4 0
2 .3 5 1 .7 1  
2 ,7 6 6 .0 3  
1 ,6 5 3 .9 9
1 .5 9 5 .7 2  
2 ,1 2 8 .2 4  
1 ,8 6 4 .3 8  
1 ,5 8 1 .7 8
4 .5 8 7 .1 6

9 *008 .30  
3 7 ,2 4 7 .7 7  
2 1 ,9 7 3 .8 0  

9*986 .57

A verage

# 255 .46
1 3 7 .5 5
1 0 9 .7 5
2 3 2 .2 4
228 .98

71 .1 5
1 1 0 .7 0

8 1 .7 5
8 0 .6 0

1 3 0 .8 0
1 1 5 .3 0

9 1 .9 5
1 7 7 .4 0

8 1 .8 0
1 5 5 .4 0  
19 7 .8 5  
1 5 2 .6 0

"1 4 1 .7 2

8 1 7 .5 0
2 8 6 .5 0  
261*80 
4 7 6 .0 0

A verage 4 6 0 .4 5
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and h ig h e r  th a n  th e  same c o s t s  i n  an  a d jo in in g  county*  T h is

i s  d u e , l a r g e l y ,  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  m ust be a  number o f
*

s c h o o ls  w ith  s m a ll  a t te n d a n c e #



CHAPTER VI 

SCHOOL PLA

The e d u c a t io n a l  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  th e  cou n ty  s c h o o l sy stem  

depends* to  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  upon th e  adequacy  o f  th e  s c h o o l 

p l a n t s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  d i s t r i c t s .  The S ta te  Emergency R e l ie f  

A d m in is t r a t io n ,  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e  d ep a rtm en t o f 

e d u c a t io n ,  made a su rv e y  o f  s c h o o l b u i ld in g  adequacy  in  th e  

c o u n ty . C e r ta in  d a ta  g a th e r e d  i n  t h i s  way a re  l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  

c h a p te r  i n  o rd e r  to  g iv e  a n  id e a  o f  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  s c h o o l 

p l a n t s  o f  Inyo C ounty , The d a ta  g a th e r e d  in  th e  su rv e y  o f  

s c h o o l b u i ld in g  adequacy  w ere ta k e n  d u r in g  th e  sc h o o l y e a r  1934- 

3 3 , The in fo rm a tio n  l i s t e d  h e re  was ta k e n  d i r e c t l y  from  th e  

d a ta  s h e e ts  o f t h i s  s u rv e y . A d d it io n a l  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  th e  

c o m p a ra tiv e  adequacy  o f  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l p l a n t s  was s e c u re d  by 

th e  u se  o f  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  R ura l S ch o o l S core C ard .

L o c a t io n  o f  s c h o o l p l a n t s # The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  popur* 

l a t i o n  in  Inyo County i s  su c h  t h a t  p ro b lem s in  l o c a t i n g  sc h o o l 

p l a n t s  se ldom  a r i s e .  E lem en ta ry  s c h o o ls  a r e  m a in ta in e d  i n  th e  

v a r io u s  tow ns o f  th e  co u n ty  and  a s  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  

co u n ty  i s  a l r e a d y  g rouped  i n  t h i s  m anner th e s e  tow ns form  th e  

l o g i c a l  p la c e  f o r  th e  s c h o o ls .  S choo l s i t e s  seem to  be w e l l  

c h o sen  in  n e a r ly  a l l  c a s e s  a s  I n d ic a te d  by th e  S . E . R. A. 

su rv ey  made in  th e  c o u n ty . W ith th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  B ish o p , one 

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  each  town in  the  c o u n ty ,



and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  no s tu d y  was made o f  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

p o p u la t io n .  Map I I I  shows th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  e lem ­

e n ta r y  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  c o u n ty . Map I I  shows th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  

th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  c o u n ty .

Survey o f  s c h o o l  b u i ld in g  ad e q u ac y . She S ta te  D e p a r t­

ment o f  E d u c a tio n  w i th  S . X. H. A. fu n d s  made a  d e t a i l e d  

s tu d y  o f  b u i ld in g  adequacy  th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n ty  d u r in g  th e  

s c h o o l y e a r  1 9 3 4 -3 5 . The p u rp o se  o f  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 

to  recommend im provem ents in  th e  v a r io u s  sc h o o l p l a n t s  w ith  

th e  o b je c t  o f  u s in g  S . E . H. A. la b o r  i n  m aking th e s e  im­

p ro v em e n ts . M a te r i a l s  f o r  th e s e  im provem ents m ust be fu r*  

n is h e d  by th e  r e s p e c t iv e  d i s t r i c t s ,  f a b l e  X II  l i s t s  th e  v a r ­

io u s  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s  w i th  th e  c o s t  o f  n eeded  r e p a i r s  a s  r e ­

commended i n  th e  S ta t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  S urvey  o f  

B u i ld in g  A dequacy. I n  s e v e r a l  in s t a n c e s  e n t i r e  new b u i ld in g s  

a r e  recommended, th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  b u i ld in g  b e in g  

su c h  t h a t  i t  w ould  n o t w a r ra n t th e  e x p e n d itu re  o f  any money

f o r  im provem ent.
\

In  g e n e r a l  t h i s  su rv e y  shows th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  

sc h o o l p l a n t s  o f  Inyo C ounty . A co m p ariso n  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  

c o a t p lu s  a d d i t io n s  g iv e n  in  f a b le  X I I I  w i th  recommended r e ­

p a i r s  w i l l  g iv e  a good id e a  o f  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  r e p a i r  o f  th e  

b u i ld in g .

H igh s c h o o l p l a n t s . The fo u r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo 

County w ere r a t e d  by m eans o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  X duca-
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B ishop
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1 Round T a l le y
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/

t a b l e  xn
SCHOOL PLATO EBPAIBS BECOMMEIJIKB 

BY STATE DEPARTMENT OP BDUCAT ION SURVEY 
(In y o  C ounty , 1934~35}

D i s t r i c t  C ost o f  r e p a i r s

E lem en ta ry  s c h o o ls

B ishop 
West B ishop 
Bound V a lley
Qwenyo
B ig  p i r n  
C a rt ego 
D arw in
JPurnace C reek
B e a th  V a lley
Done P in e
M il to n
O lancha
Shoshone
Teeopa

H igh  s c h o o ls

Lone P in e  
B ishop 
B ig  P in e  
Owens V a lley

#2 , 56(1.00
600.00

1 .8 4 6 .0 0  
none

1.200.00 
none

50 0 .00  
none 
none 
none 
none

5 0 0 .0 0  
new b u i ld in g  
new b u i ld in g

4 .9 1 5 .0 0
5 0 0 .0 0

1 .2 5 0 .0 0
4 0 0 .0 0
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TABLE Z I I I

LATE OP CQHSTRUOITIOIL OWHBRSHIP AID VALDATIOI OP SCHOOL PLAITS
(In y o  C ounty , 1934<-35)

D i e t r l e t Y ear b u i l t Owned by V alue

E le m en ta ry  s c h o o ls  

B ishop 1914 D i s t r i c t $ 3 2 ,8 0 0
West B ishop 1914 D ie t r i o t 5*000
Bound V a lle y 1916 C o n d i t io n a l 9*000Owenyo 1920 So# P a c i f i c B. B* 500
B ig P in e 1921 D i s t r i c t 90*000
C arteg o 1918 Inyo Chem. Co. 6*000Darwin 1916 D i s t r i c t 2 ,7 5 0D eath  V alley 1916 L eased 2 ,5 0 0Independence 1921 D i s t r i c t 1 5 ,0 0 0F u rn ace  C reek 1932 L eased 2 ,0 0 0
K e e le r 1920-27 D is t r i c t 5 ,0 0 0
Lone P in e 1933 D i s t r i c t 2 2 ,0 0 0
M ilto n 1923 D i s t r i c t 800
Shoshone 1910 So. P a c i f i c R. B. 500
Tecopa 1910 L eased 100

H igh s c h o o ls

Lone P in e 1920 D i s t r i c t 4 0 ,0 0 0
B ishop 1921 D i s t r i c t 180 ,000
Big P in e 1921 D i s t r i c t 9 0 ,0 0 0

28*000Owens V a lley 1922 D i e t r i c t
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t i o n  3 a r a l  S ch o o l S core Card# T his s c o re  c a rd  i$  s i m i l a r  to  

th e  S t r a y e r  and  E n g e lh a rd t c a rd  g e n e r a l ly  u se d  f o r  t h i s  p u r -  

pose* B a tin g  o f  th e  sc h o o l i s  b a se d  on a  maximum p o s s ib le  

s c o re  o f  1000# V alu es f o r  v a r io u s  s c o r e s  a s  g iv e n  by th e  

S ta te  D epartm ent o f  B d u c a tio n  a r e  a s  f o l lo w s ;

900-1000  e x c e l l e n t  700-900  good

500-700  f a i r  below  500 p o o r
i

I n  T ab le XIV i s  shown th e  r a t i n g  o f  th e  f o u r  h ig h  

s c h o o ls  o f  th e  co u n ty  b ased  on t h i s  s ta n d a rd #

Summary* The c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  s c h o o l p l a n t s  o f  Inyo 

County b a se d  on th e  su rv e y  o f  s c h o o l b u i ld in g  adequacy  made 

by th e  S . E# R, A* i s  o n ly  f a i r  a t  b e s t*  T h is  i s  due i n  

many in s ta n c e s  to  th e  tem p o ra ry  n a tu re  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  and 

th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  sb h o o l p l a n t  i s  n o t owned by th e  d i s t r i c t .  

The h ig h  s c h o o l  p l a n t s  form  an  e x c e p t io n  i n  t h a t  a l l  ra n k  

h ig h  on th e  C a l i f o r n i a  r u r a l  s c h o o l s c o re  c a r d .
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-EABLE X I V

HIGH SCHOOL BLAST EATINGS BASED ON THE* CALIFORNIA 
RURAL SCHOOL SCOHB GARB 

(In y o  C ounty , 1934^35I

S choo l S core V alue

B ig  P in e 905 E x c e l le n t
B ishop 955 E x c e l le n t
Owens V a lle y 757 Co o a
Lone P in e 679 F a i r



CHAPTER V I I

ATTENDANCE OF IHDIAH AMD MEXICAN CHILDREN
✓

The a t te n d a n c e  o f  In d ia n  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  

Inyo County h a s  a l r e a d y  been  m en tioned  i n  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  

t u i t i o n  p a id  by th e  f e d e r a l  g o v ern m en t, In  t h i s  c h a p te r  

th e  In d ia n  and  M exican c h i l d r e n  o f  Inyo County w i l l  be stud*- 

le d  a s  to  th e  number e n r o l l e d  i n  th e  v a r io u s  s c h o o ls ,  and  

th e  number o f  d r o p -o u ts  be tw een  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l g ra d e s  and 

h ig h  s c h o o l ,

In d ia n s  o f  Inyo C oun ty , When th e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  came 

down in to  th e  c o u n try  now known a s  Inyo County th e y  found  

two r a c e s  o f  n a t iv e  In d ia n s  l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  th e  P iu t e s  and th e  

S h o sh o n es, Phase In d ia n s  l e d  a  nom adic l i f e  and w ere  p r im -  

i t i v e  i n  t h e i r  c u l tu r e  and g ro u p  l i f e ,  They had  no perm an­

e n t  v i l l a g e s  b u t seem ed r a t h e r  i n c l in e d  to  l i v e  a p a r t  from  

ea c h  o th e r ,  w an d e rin g  from  p la c e  to  p la c e  a s  c l im a t i c  co n ­

d i t i o n s  o r  fa n cy  moved them *’*' As th e  Owens V a lle y  became
*

more s e t t l e d ,  t r o u b le  w i th  th e  In d ia n s  grew more f r e q u e n t  u n ­

t i l  th e y  w ere  l a r g e l y  k i l l e d  o ff#  T here rem ain  o n ly  a  few a t  

th e  p r e s e n t  tim e g ro u p ed  in  r e s e r v a t io n s  a t  lo n e  P in e , In d e ­

p e n d e n ce , B ish o p , and  B eath  V a lle y ; o f  th e s e  re m a in in g  few 

t h e r e  i s  o n ly  a  s m a ll  p e r  c e n t who a r e  p u re  Shoshone I n d ia n s ,

^ W illiam  A, C h a lf a n t ,  S to ry  o f  Inyo (B o sto n ; C h r is ­
to p h e r  P u b l is h in g  H ouse, 1 9 3 3 ) , p .  45JT,
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th e  l a r g e r  p a r t  b e in g  P i u t e s .  The p e r  c e n t o f  In d ia n  c h i l d ­

r e n  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  co u n ty  s c h o o ls  i s  shown in  C h a rts  I I I  

and V, w h ile  th e  e n ro llm e n t i n  ea ch  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s c h o o ls  

i s  shown i n  C h a rts  I I  and IV. At B ishop  a n  "O p p o rtu n ity
Y

S c h o o l i s  m a in ta in e d , th e  e n ro llm e n t o f  w h ich  i s  l a r g e ly  

In d ia n .

M exican c h i l d r e n . Many M exican f a m i l i e s  came in to  

Inyo County d u r in g  th e  p ro s p e ro u s  p e r io d  o f  su ch  m ines a s  th e  

C erro  Gordo in  th e  Inyo M o u n ta in s . These f a m i l i e s  have r e ­

m ained h e r e  f in d in g  em ployment i n  th e  ch e m ica l p l a n t s  and 

q u a r r i e s  o f  th e  s o u th e rn  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n ty . C hart I I I  i n ­

d i c a t e s  th e  p e r  c e n t  o f  M exican p u p i l s  e n r o l l e d  i n  th e  co u n ty  

s c h o o ls ,  w h ile  C h art I I  shows th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  M exican 

c h i ld r e n  in  e a c h  o f  th e  v a r io u s  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls .

D ro p -o u ts  arnonff In d ia n  and  M exican p u p 1 1 s . A co m p ari­

so n  o f  th e  a t te n d a n c e  o f  In d ia n  and  M exican  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  

h ig h  s c h o o ls  and i n  th e  e lem e n taz y  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  cou n ty  i n ­

d i c a t e s  a  v e ry  g r e a t  number o f  d ro p -o u ts  i n  th e s e  two g ro u p s . 

E ig h te e n  and se v e n  t e n th s  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l 

c h i ld r e n  a r e  In d ia n  w h ile  on ly  4 p e r  c e n t o f  h ig h  sc h o o l c h i l d ­

re n  a r e  I n d ia n .  Twelve and  th r e e  t e n th s  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  elem ­

e n ta r y  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n  a r e  M exican w h ile  o n ly  6 p e r  c e n t o f  

th e  h ig h  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n  a r e  M exican . E very  e f f o r t  i s  made 

to  keep th e s e  c h i ld r e n  in  sc h o o l th ro u g h  th e  tw e l f th  g ra d e  by 

p ro v id in g  a  v a r ie d  c u r r ic u lu m  in  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e
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CHART NO. I l l

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN, MEXICAN, 
AND ALL OTHER CHILDREN ENROLLED IN THE INYO 

COUNTY ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Getober 1, 1934
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CHART SO. IV

ENROLLMENTS IS THE VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS
OP INYO COUNTY 
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c o u n ty f how ever o th e r  fa c to r©  make i t  im p o s s ib le  to  f u l l y  

r e a l i z e  t h i s  goal*



CHAPTER T i l l

TRANSPORTATION A HD CONSOLIDATION 

The w ide d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o p u la t io n  in  Inyo Countyi
h a s  b ro u g h t a b o u t p ro b lem s i n  th e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  p u p i l s  

t h a t  a r e  u n u s u a l in  a  s c h o o l system * The m ethod o f  t r e a t i n g  

th e s e  p ro b lem s i s  a n  im p o rta n t f a c t o r  in  th e  g row th  and d e ­

velopm ent o f  th e  sc h o o ls*  Where d i s t a n c e s  a r e  n o t to o  g r e a t  

i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  c o n s o l id a te  sc h o o l d i s t r i c t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  

p ro v id e  a  b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n a l  p rog ram  and l e s s e n  th e  b u rd en  o f  

th e  ta x p a y e rs *

E le m en ta ry  s c h o o l  t r a n s p o r t  a t  io n * As h a s  b een  a l r e a d y  

s t a t e d  In  t h i s  s tu d y  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  co u n ty  a r e  

a l l  lo c a te d  in  th e  v a r io u s  tow ns o f  th e  co u n ty  w here th e  pop­

u l a t i o n  i s  n a t u r a l l y  c e n te re d *  The e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l a t  Lone 

P in e  p ro v id e s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  p u p i l s  l i v i n g  in  th e  s o u th ­

e r n  p a r t  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  by c o n t r a c t  w i th  a  l o c a l  bus o p e r ­

a t o r .  T h is  c o n t r a c t  i s  made w i th  th e  p r o v i s io n  o f  c a r r y in g  

su ch  h ig h  s c h o o l p u p i l s  in  th e  bus who l i v e  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r y  

c o v e re d . O th e r e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  p ro v id in g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a r e  lo c a te d  a t  K e e le r ,  In d ep en d e n ce , B ig P in e , O lancha, and  

B ish o p . The p r a c t i c e  o f  p r o v id in g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  u n d e r  co n ­

t r a c t  i s  a  g e n e ra l  one th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n ty  and  f o r  t h i s  

re a s o n  a  s tu d y  o f  t  r a n s p o r ta t  io n  c o s t s  was no t made*
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High, s c h o o l  t r a n s p o r t a t  io n . Q uest io n n a i r e s  w ere s e n t  

to  th e  f o u r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  Inyo County c o v e r in g  t r a n s p o r t ­

a t io n *  The r e p l i e s  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  lo n e  P in e  U nion H igh 

S choo l D i s t r i c t  was th e  o n ly  one o f  th e  f o u r  o p e r a t in g  a  

s c h o o l b u s owned by th e  d i s t r i c t *  The re a s o n  f o r  t h i s  e x -  

o e p t io n  to  th e  g e n e ra l  p r a c t i c e  o f  p ro v id in g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  seem s to  have b een  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  ro ad  

o v e r  w h ich  th e  bus was to  t r a v e l .  At th e  tim e  t h i s  bus was
t ■

p u rc h a se d  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e 'r o a d  betw een lo n e  P in e  and 

K e e le r  was v e ry  p o o r a n d , a s  a  r e s u l t ,  th e  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t in g  

t h i s  bus b ased  on th e  s e a t - m i le  w ould n o t be a  f a i r  i n d i c a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t io n  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n ty .

C o n s o l id a t io n  o f  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . I t  h a s  

b een  th e  p r a c t i c e  w h e rev e r  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s  co u ld  

be c o n s o l id a te d  to  ad v an tag e  to  do so  a t  th e  end  o f  th e  s c h o o l 

y e a r  o r  in  some c a s e s  d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  D uring  th e  p r e s e n t  

s c h o o l y e a r ,  (1 9 3 4 -3 5 ) th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l a t  A berdeen was 

c o n s o l id a te d  w i th  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  a t  B ig P in e ,  t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n  b e in g  p ro v id e d  th e  f iv e  p u p i l s  e n r o l l e d  a t  A berdeen . 

At th e  p r e s e n t  tim e no o th e r  p la n s  f o r  c o n s o l id a t io n  a r e  u n ­

d e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  w i th in  th e  e le m e n ta ry  sc h o o l d i s t r i c t s .

The County S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  S c h o o ls  h as  h e ld  th e  c o n f id e n c e  

o f  th e  p e o p le  in  t h i s  r e g a r d  and p la n s  o f f e r in g  g r e a t e r  ed u c- 

t i o n a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  th e  p u p i l s  w ould f in d  l i t t l e  o p p o s i t ­

io n .



65

C o n s o lid a t Io n  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . By c o n s u l t ­

in g  Map I I  i t  w i l l  he a p p a re n t t h a t  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  

o f  Inyo County a r e  no t a r ra n g e d  to  g iv e  a  maximum o f  ed u c a ­

t i o n a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  th e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  p u p i l s  in  th e  

c o u n ty , The hone P in e  U nion H igh S ch o o l P is  t r i e  t  c o v e rs  a l ­

m ost th e  e n t i r e  s o u th e rn  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  c o u n ty , w h ile  th e  

o th e r  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s  a re  crow ded in to  th e  u p p e r  h a l f  o f  th e  

c o u n ty . B ishop U nion H igh S choo l D i s t r i c t ,  th e  m ost n o r th e r ly  

in  th e  c o u n ty , i s  p ro v id e d  w ith  a  s c h o o l p la n t  c o s t in g  ab o u t 

$£00 ,000  e q u ip p e d  to  c a re  f o r  some f iv e  h u n d red  p u p ils *  The 

e n ro l lm e n t a t  B ishop  i s  l e s s  th a n  one hundred  and t h i r t y  

p u p i l s  and  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p r o s p e c t  o f  an  in c r e a s e  i n  t h i s  

e n ro l lm e n t .  The a d jo in in g  d i s t r i c t  o f  B ig  P in e  h a s  e le v e n  

p u p i l s  w i th  an  a v e ra g e  c o s t  p e r  A. D. A. to  th e  d i s t r i c t  o f  

$ 8 1 7 .5 0  p e r  s c h o o l y e a r ,  Hot on ly  i s  t h i s  c o s t  n e a r ly  f o u r  

tim e s  th a t  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e  bu t i n  a d d i t i o n  

th e  number o f  c o u rs e s  o f f e r e d  to  th e s e  e le v e n  p u p i l s  i s  l i m i t ­

ed to  th e  fu n d am en ta l s u b j e c t s .  A c o n s o l id a t io n  o f  th e  B ig 

P in e  U nion H igh S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  w ith  t h a t  o f  B ishop w ould  r e ­

s u l t  i n  l i t t l e  in c r e a s e  In  c o s t  to  th e  s c h o o l a l r e a d y  in  e x ­

i s t e n c e  th e r e  and  i n  a d d i t io n  i t  w ould p ro v id e  a  b ro a d e r  

c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  to  a l l  p u p i l s  c o n c e rn e d .

The Owens T a lle y  U nion H igh S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  l o c a t e d  a t  

Independence  h a s  a n  a v e ra g e  d a i ly  a t te n d a n c e  o f  tw en ty -o n e  

p u p i l s  w i th  an  a n n u a l c o s t  p e r  A. D. A. to  th e  d i s t r i c t  o f  

$476 . The Lone P in e  U nion High S ch o o l s e v e n te e n  m ile s  s o u th
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o f  Independence h a s  a n  av e ra g e  d a i ly  a t te n d a n c e  o f  e i g h ty -  

f o u r  p u p i l s  w i th  an  an n u a l c o s t  p e r  A. B. A. o f  $261*80*

A c o n s o l id a t io n  o f  th e s e  two d i s t r i c t s  w ould p ro v id e  i n c r e a s ­

ed  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  th e  p u p i l s  o f  b o th  e x i s t i n g  

d i s t r i c t s  and  r e s u l t  i n  a  c o n s id e r a b le  s a v in g  to  th e  ta x *  

p a y e rs  o f  th e  co u n ty ..

O b je c tio n s  to  c o n s o l id a t  io n . A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  th e  

s o c i a l  l i f e  and  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  co u n ty  c e n te r s  a ro u n d  th e  

v a r io u s  h ig h  sc h o o l p l a n t s .  There a r e  fo u r  p r i n c i p a l  tow ns 

in  Inyo County, B ish o p , Lone P in e , In d ep en d en ce , and Big 

P in e .  E ach o f th e s e  tow ns h a s  a  h ig h  s c h o o l p la n t  lo c a te d  

n e a r  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  tow n . B asket b a l l  gam es, s c h o o l d a n c e s , 

s c h o o l p la y s ,  and t e n n i s  o f f e r  th e  b e s t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o rr  

t u n i t i e a  a f f o r d e d  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e s e  communit i e s ,  To remove 

th e  h ig h  s c h o o l p l a n t s  from  th e  tow ns o f  Big P in e  and In d e­

pendence w ould l i m i t  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  su ch  a  way t h a t  th e  

p e o p le  a r e  n o t in c l in e d  to  f a v o r  th e  m ovem ent. The p u rp o se  

o f  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  in  C a l i f o r n i a  a s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b een  s t a t ­

e d , i s  to  p ro v id e  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  n o t o n ly  f o r  th e  

p u p i l s  o f  s c h o o l a g e , b u t a l s o  f o r  th o s e  o f  p r e - s c h o o l  a g e , 

and f o r  a d u l t s .  The h ig h  s c h o o l p l a n t s  o f  B ig  P in e  and  In d e­

pendence a re  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  th e s e  co m m u n ities . P la n s  f o r  

c o n s o l id a t io n  w h ich  d id  n o t c o n s id e r  t h i s  f a c t o r  w ould  n o t ,  

i n  th e  lo n g  ru n , be i n  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  e d u c a t io n .
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Becom m endations f o r  c o n s o l id a t io n # I t  i s  recommended 

in  t h i s  s tu d y  th a t  th e  H igh S choo l D i s t r i c t  o f  Big P in e  be 

c o n s o l id a te d  w i th  th e  High S choo l D i s t r i c t  o f  B ishop u s in g  

th e  p r e s e n t  s c h o o l p l a n t  a t  Bishop# I t  i s  a l s o  recommended 

t h a t  th e  H igh S choo l D i s t r i c t  o f  Owens V a lley  be c o n s o l id a t ­

ed  w ith  th e  H igh S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  o f  Done P in e  and t h a t  th e  

new p la n t  a t  Done P in e  be made w i th  t h i s  o b je c t  i n  view#

P la n s  f o r  a  new b u i ld in g  a t  Lone P in e  a r e  now u n d e r  c o n s id e r ­

a t i o n  and  c o u ld  be made t o  in c lu d e  th e  p u p i l s  o f  th e  Owens

V alley  U nion H igh S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  a t  Independence#  B e c rea -
\

t i o n  c e n t e r s  s h o u ld  be b u i l t  a t  B ig  P in e  and  Independence to  

f i l l  th e  p la c e  fo rm e r ly  o c c u p ie d  by th e  h ig h  schoo l#  These 

r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t e r s  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  a  d u b  h o u s e , t e n n i s  c o u r t s ,  

and  a  swimming poo l#  In  t h i s  m anner a  g r e a t ly  im proved ed u c ­

a t i o n a l  p rogram  c o u ld  be o f f e r e d  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l p u p i l s  o f  

th e  co u n ty  a t  a  c o n s id e r a b le  r e d u c t io n  in  c o s t ,  in c lu d in g  th e  

c o s t o f  th e  r e c r e a t i o n  c e n te r s  m entioned#



CHA B T B E  IZ
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Summary. Inyo County i s  one o f th e  l a r g e r  count te a  

o f  C a l i f o r n ia  w i th  an  a r e a  o f more th a n  1 0 ,0 0 0  sq u a re  m i le s .  

I t  i s  a  m o u n ta in o u s a r i d  c o u n try  known a s  "H ie la n d  o f  l i t t l e  

R a in .” The t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f th e  co u n ty  i s  ab o u t 5 ,0 0 0 .

In  t h i s  s tu d y  o f  th e  s c h o o ls 7 o f  th e  co u n ty  th e  item s l i s t e d  

below  w ere i n v e s t i g a t e d .

1 . The e d u c a t io n a l  p rogram  o f th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  

fo l lo w s  c lo s e ly  t h a t  recommended by th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  

B d u e a tio n . The p rog ram  o f f e r e d  i n  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  i s  o f  a  

fu n d am en ta l n a tu re  g e n e r a l ly  th o u g h t o f  a s  c o l le g e  p r e p a r a ­

to r y .

2 .  The County S u p e r in te n d e n t i s  em ployed on  a  p a r t  

tim e  b a s i s  w i th  one s u p e r v is o r  on a  f u l l  tim e  b a s i s .  The 

s u p e r v is io n  o f  th e  co u n ty  o f f i c e  c o v e rs  th e  e le m e n ta ry  

s c h o o ls  o n ly . D e ta i le d  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  co u n ty  

a re  n o t k ep t a t  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  County S u p e r in te n d e n t .

3 .  The e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  a r e  f in a n c e d  l a r g e l y  by 

s t a t e  fu n d s ,  6 6 .5  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  amount com ing from  

t h a t  s o u rc e .  Of th e  re m a in d e r  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent su p ­

p l i e s  1 1 .9  p e r  c e n t  and th e  d i s t r i c t  2 1 .6  p e r  c e n t .  The 

s t a t e  s u p p l i e s  6 0 .2  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l fu n d s ,  th e  

d i s t r i c t s  3 5 .4  p e r  c e n t ,  and  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent 4 .4
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p e r  cen t#

4* S choo l c o s t s  p e r  a v e ra g e  d a i ly  a t te n d a n c e  in  th e  

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  ran g e  from  $71 ,16  to  $ 2 5 5 ,4 6 , The a v e r ­

age i s  s l i g h t l y  u n d e r  two h u n d red  d o l l a r s ,  S ch o o l c o s t s  p e r  

av e ra g e  d a i ly  a t te n d a n c e  in  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  ran g e  from 

$ 2 6 1 ,8 0  to  $ 8 1 7 ,5 0 , The c o s t o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  th e  co u n ty  i s  

above a v e ra g e  f o r  th e  s t a t e  b ecau se  o f  th e  w id e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f th e  p o p u la t io n ,

5 , The s c h o o l  p l a n t s  com pare fa v o ra b ly  w i th  th o s e  o f  

o th e r  c o u n t ie s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  There a r e  some e x c e p t io n s  in  

th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  b u t th e s e  b u i ld in g s  a r e  c o n s id e re d  

tem p o ra ry  due to  ch an g es i n  th e  in d u s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e  o f  

th e  v a l l e y ,

6 , In d ia n  and  M exican c h i ld r e n  co m p rise  a b o u t 30 

p e r  c e n t o f  th e  e le m e n ta ry  sc h o o l e n r o l lm e n t .  T h is  r a t i o

i s  n o t c o n s i s t e n t  in  in d iv id u a l  s c h o o ls .  In  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  

th e  In d ia n  and M exican c h i ld r e n  t o t a l  o n ly  10 p e r  c e n t .

T h is h ig h  r a t e  o f  d ro p p in g  o u t i s  e s p e c i a l l y  p ro m in en t among 

In d ia n  c h i ld r e n  w here th e  a t te n d a n c e  f a l l s  from  n e a r ly  20 

p e r  c e n t to  4 p e r  c e n t ,

7 , T r a n s p o r ta t io n  i s  p ro v id e d  a l l  p u p i l s  i n  b o th  

e le m e n ta ry  and h ig h  s c h o o ls  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  of th o s e  l i v i n g  

i n  th e  D eath  T a l le y  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  c o u n ty , B lem e n ta iy  s c h o o ls  

a r e  p ro v id e d  i n  th e  D eath  T a lle y  s e c t io n  b u t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

to  a  h ig h  s c h o o l  i s  n o t p o s s i b l e .  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  c o n t r a c t s
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a r e  l e t  t o  p r i v a t e  in d iv id u a l s  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  one o f  

th e  two b u se s  o p e ra te d  f o r  th e  Lone P in e  U nion H igh School*  

H ecords o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  n o t kep t in  d e t a i l *  B oth 

e le m e n ta ry  and h ig h  s c h o o l p u p i l s  r i d s  on th e  same bus w here  

c o n d i t io n s  make t h i s  more e c o n o m ic a l. The t o t a l  c o s t  t o  th e  

co u n ty  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  $ 1 0 * 963 .91 . T h is  i s  6 .2 2  p e r  

c e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  c u r r e n t  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  th e  c o u n ty .

8 . O o n s o lid a t io n  o f  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  i s  a c c o m p lish ­

ed  w henever th e  r e s u l t  w i l l  show a  s a v in g  in  th e  c o s t  o f  such  

e d u c a t io n .  C o n s o lid a t io n  o f  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  w ould p ro v e  

b e n e f i c i a l  i n  some c a s e s  b u t w ould n o t m eet w i th  th e  a p p ro v a l 

o f  th e  p e o p le  b ec au se  much o f  th e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  th e  p e o p le  

c e n te r s  a ro u n d  th e  e x i s t i n g  h ig h  sc h o o l p l a n t s .

Recommendat io n s . The d a ta  g a th e r e d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  

p o in t  to  th e  ch an g es l i s t e d  below  a s  b e in g  i n  th e  b e s t  i n t e r ­

e s t s  o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  th e  co u n ty  s c h o o ls .

1 . A s t r o n g e r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  co u n ty  

s c h o o ls  by  th e  p r o v i s io n  o f  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  th e  County S u p e r­

in te n d e n t  whose d u t i e s  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  k e e p in g  o f  such  r e ­

c o rd s  a s  w ould a id  th e  v a r io u s  sc h o o l p r i n c i p a l s  in  t h e i r  

w ork .

2 . A c o n s o l id a t io n  o f  th e  f o u r  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  

c o u n ty , one h ig h  s c h o o l p la n t  to  be lo c a te d  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  

s i t e  a t  B ish o p , th e  o th e r  i n  a  new p l a n t  a t  Lone P in e .  Re­

c r e a t i o n  c e n t e r s  a t  B ig  P in e  an d  a t  Independence c o u ld  be
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c o n s t r u c te d  to  f i l l  th e  p la c e  fo rm e r ly  o cc u p ied  by th e  h ig h  

s c h o o l in  th e  l i f e  o f  th e s e  co m m u n ities .
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